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FAMILY PARTY. 


CH AP. "A ib 


MR, JERVAIS'S INTRODUCTION To 

MISS LAWRENCE — & 
R. Lawrence was with much 
difficulty kept from the know- 
ledge of his daughter's ſituation, and 
Mrs. St. John little leſs deranged in 

VOL. I, her 
x 
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her intelle&s than her niece, counting 
Dickſon's return — at length, how- 
ever, ſhe did return, and told that lady 
ſhe had brought Mr. Jervais, with the 
utmoſt privacy, into the houſe, where 


he was waiting on a private ſpot alſo, 
for her farther commands. 


Dickſon, cried Mrs. St. John, this 
gentleman we well know, is a youth 
of genius, if not of enterprize—con- 
jure him, therefore, my good, my 
never failing friend, conjure him, to 
ſubmit, to paſs himſelf upon any part 
of the family that may chance to ſee 
him, for a relation of yours—a rela- 
tion I always wiſhed to be kind to, 
and to whom J have already been ſo 

LY, from 


» q ; 


him will, I am certain, ſecure him 


from diſcovery ; Mrs. Dickſon inſtant- 
ly did as ſhe was deſired, and Mr. 
Jervais, more dead than alive, at- 
tended her on her way to Miſs Law- 


rence's chamber, who now was much 


too ill to be ſenſible of his melancholy 


viſit—whoſe amiable breaſt was diſ- 
turbed, and whoſe gentle ſpirit was 


agitated, by the idea of being under 
obligations to him, that would have 
deemed himſelf obliged to Heaven 


for making him the agent of provi- 


dence for her ſafety. But juſt as they 
were upon the point of entering it, 


Mrs. St. John, whoſe dreſſing- room 
vas upon the ſame floor, by waving 


B 2 1 her 
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from his infancy for no other report of 


es 


% 
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her hand, gave them to know, ſhe 
had ſome-what to ſay to them. 


5 Mr. Jervais implicitly followed his 
conductreſs, and followed her in ſilence, 
a filence more eloquent than all the 
languages upon earth, for teſtifying 
grief unutterable, and was recei ved by 
Mrs. St. John with tears, (at that mo- 
ment from the hazardous predicament 
into which ſhe had brought her beſt 
intereſts) of unfeigned contrition and 


alarm. 


I have deſtroyed my niece, cried ſhe, 
have deſtroyed my brother, and am 
wholly unworthy to behold the light 
of the ſun, of which my miſconduct 
will ſurely deprive them for ever, 


Mr. Jervais bowed upon _ hand ſhe 
| graciou Wy 
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graciouſly held out to him, and would 
have ſpoke comfort, but his words 


died away upon his lips, and Mrs. 


Dickſon having ſtepped to look at her 


ſweet patient (as ſhe called her) pre- 


ſently returned in all haſte, ſaying, 


— 


| Miſs Lawrence aſked for him, and he 


was immediately led in by Mrs. St. 
John. 


The poor child's complexion (as 


Mrs. St. John obſerved) was height= 
ened to a great degree, and her eyes 
ſparkled with alarming vivacity—the 5 


gentleman, my dear, whiſpered her 
aunt, is come according to your re- 
queſt, and therefore recollect what 
you moſt wiſh to ſay to him.— 


B 3 ä 
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She clapped her hands together, 
and cried, I ſhall now die in peace, 
for I now live to thank him; this, 
this opportunity was all I aſked for, 
O!] fir, the horrors of the moment 
| when your kind voice firſt reached my 
ear, will never be forgot by me. He 

knelt down in order the better to con- 

ceal his diſtreſs—I have nothing in 
my power, reſumed ſhe, to offer you 
—but my father has much goodneſs, 
bear witneſs then all preſent, I leave 
it in charge for my father to recom- 
pence him. But ſtay, fir, ſomething 
ſhall be done by me, this pocket book 
—nay, receive it (Mr. Jervais obeyed 
her) and always keep it as a teſtimony, 
though a poor one, of my gratitude. 


My 
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- My dear young lady, ſaid Jervais, 
with a face as pale as aſhes, there is but 
one -one only way of proving your 
gratitude to me. Let me hear it, 
cried ſhe eagerly, I will do much to 
prove it; it is, replied he to compoſe 
your ſpirits, to try to take ſome reſt 
to live for the happineſs of your friends 
—and never more remember this cir- 
cumſtance—but as—but as, repeated 
he heſitatingly. (Mrs. St. John beg- 
ged he would go on, for that ſhe per- 
ceived her niece's ſuſpence was pain- 
ful to her,) as the means reſumed he, 
with a ſcarcely articulate voice, of 
giving me the happineſs of preſerving 
you. Lydia, my kind Lydia, ſaid 
ſhe, turning from Mr. Jervais, ſmooth 
my pillow—I feel relieved—I recol- 
" So lect 
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lect I have a father, an aunt, and 
friends that would be ſorry to loſe me 
—yet” no one but myſelf knows the 
outrage I ſuſtained from that Ruffian; 
farewell, fir, added ſhe, waving her 
hand, without looking at him—when 
I can prove myſelf grateful, I will 
beg of my aunt to let me ſee you 
again. This was his diſmiſſion, and 
was obſerved as ſuch, and as Mrs. St. 
John paid Mr. Jervais the compli- 
ment to attend him to the door of the 
chamber, he whiſpered a requeſt that 
ſhe would honor him with one five 
minutes audience in her drefling-room. 
This was ſufficient to ſet ſuch a timid 
mind as her's to work, and threw her 
- accordingly (as ſhe deſcribed it to her 
Dickſon) into inconceivable tremors— 
tremors 


Zo 
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tremors the good lady might have 
ſpared herſelf, for behold, he had 
alone ſolicited this audience to inform 
her that it appeared to him, Miſs 
Lawrence's delicacy had met with 
ſome unrevealed mortification, and 
adviſed the acknowledgment of it 
ſhould be drawn from her, as ſuch re- 
lef would feciliate her recovery. 


This advice Mrs. St. John did not 
think proper to diſpiſe, and Lydia. 
was bid to try all her winning graces, 
to unlock her couſin's heart on the 
occaſion - when it appeared that many 
things had been deemed tremendous 
by her innocent, and inexperienced 
youth, that fine ladies of faſhion and 

ton, not only laugh at, but conſider, 
B 5 | a8. 


— 
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as proofs of their charms—in three 
words, the domino had preſſed her 
cheek, her lips, her neck with his pro- 
pPhane lips, whilft he held her in his 
arms — and ſhe was covered with con- 
fuſion to relate, even to her female 
couſin, the acts of gallantry the gay 
world judge with charity, and at worſt, 
* rebuke. 


From this hour ſhe began to amend, 
the ſympathizing Lydia watched her 

whilſt ſhe ſlept, and rejoiced her mo- 
ther beyond all imagination by telling 
her with what calmneſs ſhe awoke. 
But however rational ſhe had been in 
what ſhe faid to Mr. Jervais, ſhe. 
remembered the interview as a plea- 
ſing dream only, (during her refreſh- 
| ing 
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ing ſleep) and ſhe told it for ſuch to 
Lydia a dream ſhe ſhould be glad to 
realize, ſhe ſaid, at ſome future period. 


Mrs. St. John now opened upon 
her knowledge the concern it was to 
her peace that her brother ſhould ne- 
ver be made acquainted with the true 
cauſe of her illneſs; happily, provi- 
dentially, nay, almoſt miraculouſſy, 
continued ſhe, four days have paſſed | 

without his ſeeing you; his Jamaica 
affairs drawing him from home, at the 
hours it was uſual for you to be viſible, 
and his evening and morning enquiries 

after your health being anſwered by my 
directions, intirely to his wiſh (under 
my ſuperintendance) he thought no 
more of you. But to-morrow, my 5 
1 love, 
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love, added ſhe, I hope you will be 

able to make me happy by coming 

down ſtairs, .and Lydia, (as well as 

| yourſelf, "eas on a large night cap) I 

truſt, we ſhall prevent his diſcovering 

you have been ill: as for the gentle- 

man that has occupied your dreams, 

you are ſenſible, my dear Jeſſy, with- 

_out letting your father know the whole 

. of our mortifying adventures, you 
can never hope to ſee him under this | 
roof. 9 

72 1 be concluſion of Mrs. St. John's 
1 ſpeech rouſed, Miſs Jelly? s affection, ſo 
ill did it accord with her ſenſe of Mr. 
Jervais's claims—not ſee her deliverer 
.—ſhe was, however, two much ac- 


cuſtomed to rely upon her aunt's ſu- 
perior 


3 


by. 
% 
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perior judgment, to oppoſe it in 
this inſtance, and was far too tender 
of her peace to refuſe complying with 
any requeſt, that could fave it from 
being wounded—it was therefore pro- 
poſed by her aunt, in return for the 
conceſſions ſne made her, (and to gra- | 
tify a ſecret inclination of her own) 
that he ſhould meet them, by invi- 
tation, at their villa on Enfield chaſe, 
the firſt viſit ſhe could contrive to.pay | 
there without her | brother's accom- 
panying them—with which reſolution 
Dickſon. was commiſſioned to make 
him acquainted, but above all the 
reſt, to caution him to be upon his 
guard, not to let Miſs Lawrence diſ- 

cover he was really introduced to her : 
during her illneſs, 3 

CHAP.. 
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C2434 Pc: . 


A VISIT TO THIS VILLA. 


M ISS Lawrence, though now 
turned ſeventeen, being bred 
in the city, and under the care of her 
moſt exemplary aunt, was ſo little ac- 
quainted with the ettequettes of life, 

as to think ſne could not only with 
propriety, but in duty bound, pro- 
feſs all the gratitude, and all the affec- 
tion, and all the good wiſhes, with 


which her amiable heart was filled, 


 PAMILY PARTY. \ us 
for the gentleman that reſcued her 
from the ruffian's hands. 


Mr. Jervais's perſon, fo great was 
her conſternation, horror and alarm, 
was, however, fcarcely remembered, 
but his voice was for ever ſounding in 5 

her ear — and ſhe was happy to think 

ſhe could, by any ſenſe, difcriminate 
him from the reſt of the human race, 
for ſhe would often ſay ſhe aſked not 
to live beyond the period ſhe was 

able to thank him for what he had 

done in her defence, ſolemnly declar- 
ing that whenever the melancholy 
time arrived, that by the death of her 
deareſt father rendered her miſtreſs of 
her own actions —ſhe would divide 
her fortune with him to its laſt guinea. 

_ 


| 

| 
1 
1 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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beſt beloved children, Jeſſy and Lydia, 
and if in his heart with ſuch equal ten- 
derneſs to all, partiality could, be ſup- 


poſed to dwell, and tapping Lydia. on 
her cheek, by a ſly con gratulatory 


glance of his eye at his Dennis, proved 
to his argus-eyed ſiſter, that he had 


not given up the idea of a penchant 


ſubſiſting between them. 


Come my Jeſſy, ſaid he, or you 


Tp Lydia, for it 18 indifferent to me 


which, do exert yourſelf a little, and 
tell me how you was entertained in the 
Haymarket, for no ane elſe has yet 


done me that favour, why dear ſir, 
teplied Mrs. St. John, (fearful the 
- Young ones might make a blunder) 


the 
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the truth is, that a maſquerade, like 
the free maſons ſecret, cannot be re- 

vealed—from its conſiſting in forms, 
and ceremonies, and characters, and 
turn of humour, which, though well 
underſtood, and perfectly enjoyed by 
thoſe that frequent them, and of courſe 
are in the ſecret—but cannot -be told 
juſtly to any uninitiated ear. Very a- 
greeable, truly, ſaid Mr. Lawrence, 
ſo then I have ſpent near twenty pounds, 

every thing included, upon my FAMI- 
LY PARTY, Without the chance of a 
ſingle return, That is ſo mercantile, 
brother, cried Mrs. St. John, that - 
can hear no more returns ; when, I be- 
ſeech you, did you form an expectation 
of me when you determined to confer 


the favours you have done upon me. 
| Q, 
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O; if you are ſerious, ſaid the mer. 
chant, I have done, however I will 
aſk no more queſtions in public—the 

 Ubrary Jeſſy, the library Lydia there 
is the place where our ſouls have 
elbow room · and our lips ſpeak the 
dictates of our hearts. 


Mrs. St. John's vanity was ſhot 
through and through by this little ſally 
—and for the firſt time in her life, 
ſhe beheld her gentle tempered daugh- 
ter, Lydia, in the character of a rival. 
IT like not the inſinuation, ſaid ſhe, 
(on reporting to Dickſon what her 
brother had ſaid) for who knows the 
freedom of ſpeech the young ladies 
may indulge themſelves in, when in 
this ſtate of temporary emancipation, | 
| from 
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; Fo wer ſocial tie - the IO of 
all other ties in exiſtence. | 


Now as the writer of this hiſtory 
is not clear as to Mrs. St, John's 
meaning whether by the ſocial ties 

| ſhe figured to herſelf and others, the 
reſtraints of a large party, or the re- 

gulating turn of her countenance, he 
would be obliged to any of his readers 

—that can aſſiſt his dullneſs, and enable 
him to comprehend it be it, how- 
ever, as it may, from that hour, for 
many ſucceeding months, either Mrs. 

Dickſon or the great lady, her friend, 
diſdained not to plant themſelves with- 

in ear-ſhot of all that paſſed in theſe 
library aſſemblings until thoroughly 

convinced that nothing could be more 
infipid, 
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inſipid, literally, or ennui, than their 


converſation, they were left to follow 


their own inventions, or the fool and 


madman's condition of pardon—name- 


ly. that it was not worth any one's 
while to notice what they ſaid. 


_ Jeſly being quite recovered, Mrs. 


St. John contrived (for the ſweet 
child was nothing in her hands) to ren- 
der her own deſire to viſit the villa, 


and give Jervais the meeting there, 


the actual requeſt of her niece. 1 
go Dickſon, faid ſhe, purely to oblige 


my niece, not that I pretend to be ſo 
abſtracted as to take no intereſt in a 


young man 's happineſs, that has moſt 


inconſiderately made me the arbitreſs 
of his deſtiny. 


What | 
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What a ſingular fate purſues me, 
too old or too young 18 the eternal 
marks my ſwains are doomed to wear, 
conſanguinity pops up its unſightly 
head between me and wen wed- 
lock's bands. ee 5,80 


Mr. Lawrence was aſked, becauſe 
known to be engaged, to favour them 
with his company to the villa—but 
his reply was, that he would enjoy the 
pleaſure, as uſual, from their recital, 
but that buſineſs ' would not permit 
either his ſons or himſelf to accom- 
ax dps N * 

„hir bew debe by Mrs. St. 
John a lucky hit, for when the boys, 
as well as girls were at the chace, the 

| Was 


* 
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vas rather diſturbed to ſee them walk- | 
=, ing in, parties under the trees—pairs, 
wholly repugnant to her inclination— 


and ſhe, moreover well knew ſhe had 
the power to diſperſe the female part 
of her relations at will. h 


Mr. Jervais was ſo true to the letter 
of his appointment, that he had paſſed 
a couple of hours tete 4 tetè with Mrs. 
Dickſon, who was ſent down in the 
morning to be ready to receive him 
before the ladies arrived. Miſs Law- 
rence's heart warmed with gratitude, 
as ſhe nearer and nearer approached 


her deliverer—but what was her ſur- 


priſe—chagrine I might have ſaid, 
when ſhe was preſented by her aunt 


to a fine handſome young fellow, in 


the 
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the three and twentieth year of his age 
—and the very gentleman that had 
made the fine ſpeech at the debating 
club (ſhe recollected) which pictured 
her aunt's kindneſs to her father in the 
moſt attaching, glowing, and 1 
ful e 00 


Mr. Jervnis wö bet witheue bis 
emotions - but had juſt ſufficient for- 
titude to ſave himſelf from the ridi- 
cule, an orator muſt have incurred, 
whoſe mind could be thrown off its 
center, by trifling incidents. Never- 
_ theleſs his diſcompoſure was ſo viſible 


to Miſs Lawrence that ſhe felt herſelf 


affected by it and could only fay, 
I, fir, owe my life to your generoſity 
—and my gratitude is already too 
1 much 


” 
- 2 
23 = 


upon her to ſay—but that at preſent 


much for my heart—do not therefore 
attempt to augment it, by ſhewing 
me, you are thus kindly concerned 
for my health——and Mr. Jervais 


marked this down to be the whiteſt 
hour of his whole life. 


Lydia ſighed, and Olivia ſneered at 


the ſcene between ſo ſentimental a 


damſel as her couſin Jeſſy, ſhe ſaid, 


and ſo fine feeling a youth as her de- 


liverer, and hoped her mamma, would 
try her genius, to turn it into a dra- 


matic one what he might be capable 


of becoming when an intercourſe with 
the world (or at leaſt the poliſhed in- 
habitants thereof, had wore off the 
ruſt of the college ſne would not take 


his 
8 6 
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his manners were preciſe and his ideas 
primitive and to fill up the preface 
of her good opinion of him, ſhe de- 
clared the ſight of him put her into 
the vapours. | 


Miſs Lawrence, from comparing 
his looks of deſpair with the counte- 
' nance of gladneſs he brought down 
with-him to the chaſe—diſavowed his 
being the perſon ſhe had ſeen in her 
dream—the day was however far from 
a pleaſant one—Mrs. St. John never 
ſuffering J ervals to ſtir a ſtep without 


her, b 


Moreover Miſs Lawrence, to whoſe 
ingenious and open mind, every form, 
(not abſolutely connected with the rule 
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of right, and fitneſs of things,) was a 
painful fetter, had the mortification 
to diſcover, from ſome words her 
couſin Olivia dropped, that if her 
deliverer had been ninety or any other 
far advanced age, ſhe might have 
kiſſed his hand, and given him eve- 
ry demonſtration of gratitude, even to 
'> calling him her ſecond father, ſhe 
muſt not, becauſe he happened 'to be 
young, profeſs even a ſiſterly regard 
for him, unleſs it was her wiſh to lead 
him to conclude, ſhe was over head 
and ears in love with him, his youth 
was therefore conſidered by her as 2 
real misfortune, depriving her of the 
freedom of natural conduct. 


— . ey 
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J will, ſaid ſhe, . however, make ; 
him amends in my-heart—where my 
couſin Olivia, with all her wit and vic 
vacity, cannot penetrate, with love 
there, to all intents and purpoſes, as a 
brother—and deſpiſe all ſhe ſays of 
cupid and his arrows only to ſhew her 
reading—for eſteem and gratitude are 
ſurely love—nay, tenderneſs of temper _ 
is love alſo, though not of the expan- 
five kind, that directs or limits our 
choice to one particular object, even by 
king 
but in my heart, I am perſuaded, 


to the abſorbing of every other 


this higheſt ſpecies of preference, would 
produce no ſuch effect, for it will al- 
ways be open to, and ſufficiently large 
to contain the love of all my friends. 
Such was Miſs Lawrence's Logic on 
„ the 
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the ſubjeR of a paſſion, reſpecting the 
characteriſtical operations of which, 
ſuch various opinions have at various 
periods been uttered and delivered; 
luckily Mrs. St. John, who had paſ-. 
Ted the rubicon, was too much taken | 
up by ſelf-complacences to obſerve 
their firſt rencounter, at the villa— 
whilſt Mrs. Dickſon, with all her 
ſimplicity and naviete, leſs felf-en- 
gaged, from the help of common ſenſe 
alone, ſaw enough to give her the 
idea, Miſs Jeſſy ſtood a good chance of 
" robbing Mrs. St. John of her admirer 
—and thought it but fair the young 
lady ſhould have a lover as well as her 
- couſin, and where could fhe hope to 
find a more compleater gentleman, or 
more ſuitable to her' own age, in his 
2 majeſty's 
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majeſty” 8 dominions, and fo ſettled in 

her own. mind, to Eontrive (at a vaſt 

diſtance) when convenient, to feel that 

lady's pulſe on the occaſion. The 
evening brought them back to Lon- 

don — Mrs. St. John all gaiety, the 
reſt of the company ſomewhat ſerious 
—for ſo heartily had ſhe confined 
and teized them, that even Jervais 
bi nſelf was glad when ſet . to wiſh 
| her a good pight. 


Inder ce 
when they were alone, why you do not 
wind up all your maternal goodneſs to 
Miſs Lawrence, by getting her a pro- 
per ſweetheart, for no doubt ſhe will 
ſoon be upon the look out for herſelf, 


and may make a very wrong ſtep of it, 
C3 * unguided © 
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unguided and unprotected by your 
wiſdom and underſtanding. I proteſt, 
Dickſon, you alarm me, returned the 
lady that 1s, would alarm me if my 
niece, at ſome what more than ſeven 
teen years old, was not as little a ſhy 
ſimpleton as ſhe always was, you know, 
ten years ago. But who can enſure 
you, how much longer ſhe will con- 
tinue ſo, ſaid Mrs. Dickſon, for re- 
member, madam, the Cymon you 
read about to me the other day, he 
= - was changed, as if by art magic, in 
1. an inſtant, when the-right ens was 
3 caſt in his way. 


Poets, replied Mrs. St. John, paint 
men and things juſt as beſt pleaſes 
their own fancy — not that I would be 

* fo 
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| ſo prophane as to ' impeach the power 
of the blind deity, though I would 
not. chuſe to be ſuch an enemy to my 
own happineſs, as to ride out to meet 
grievances, for Dickſon, to confeſs the 
truth to you, I am well aware it is no 
light conſideration, who ſhall poſſeſs 
my brother's immenſe wealth. I think, 
indeed, that without either preſump- 
tion or witchcraft, my daughters will 
come in for their ſhare of it, never- a 
theleſs, but do not think me coveteous, 
I frequently lament I have not a ſon to 
fil up the matrimonial groupe, without 
taking in even the moſt accompliſhed 
ſtranger, for ſtrangers may be applied 
to without their intereſts being blended 
with the intereſts of the family, into 
which they are received, and who can 


C4 ſay 
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ſay what my brother, in a fit of pater- ; 
nal dotage might be capable of doing, 
to enrich and aggrandiſe his darling 
child. N 


Pray, madam, let me afk you, ſaid 
Dickfon, whether it appears to you, 
young Mr. Jervais's head is moſt full 
of learning or his heart of ſenſibility, 
Anſwer me firſt, ſaid Mrs. St. John, 
and tell me. what frolic of your brain 
has prompted you to put ſo wild a 
queſtion to me. Nay, madam, I was 
only thinking, that as Mr. Jervais can- 
not be made other than he is, how 
good it would be of you, in return for 
all favours, in order to fave him from 
dying for you, to bid him live for Miſs 
Jeſſy, for no one can deny he has a 
"Rs - - | fine 
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me perſon, a ſweet filver tongue - 4 


and Mrs. St. John was perrified— 
and unable to pronounce even the 
monoſyllable, hold — for a full fecond— 
but hold, hold, at length, cried ſhe, 
for you are now not only got upon 
dangerous, but upon offenſive Jute 
Mrs. Dickſon drew herſelf in, but not 
vithout a ſecret comment upon, and 
much ſecret diſlike of this unexpected, 
and in her idea, needleſs ſeverity of 
rebuke. 


You mention that you call this 
gentleman ſilver tongue, by the exer- 
ciſe of which I find he has won your, 
heart through your ear — but your 
ſhould remember, as 3 tells Ws 
| C5 « Who 
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« Who reaſon wiſely are not therefore wilt, 
and he gives you to know the cauſe at 
the ſame time—for, continues he, 

© Their pride in reaſoning, not in aRting lies : 

in other words that their conduct is ſo 
oppoſite to all the fine ſentiments and 
leſſons, their converſation or their 
Public ſpeeches ſet forth, that. they 
who would not be deceived by them 
muſt not truſt to their ſpecious ap- 
pearance. Notwithſtanding all which, 
| madam, ſaid Dickſon, had Mr. Jer 
vais's age been a little, only a very 
little more agreeable to your own 
I think he would not have found 
you cruel on a proper application. 


There, Dickſon, I grant you, you 
are right, for, had a dozen, or even | 
ten 


* . 
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ten more years, ripened his judgment: 
enlarged his underſtanding and im- 
proved his eloquence, I do not ſup⸗ 
poſe there would have been a more 
irreſiſtible lover in the world — nor will 
1 diſſemble to you, for in the words 
of Deſdamona to the great general 
Othello I have often wiſhed Heaven 
had been pleaſed to make me ſuch a 
man—nay, farther, after this lady's 
example, might add my requeſt, that 
if he could preſent me ſome friend he 
was ambitious ſhould woo me ſucceſs 
fully, to teach him the leſſons he him- 
ſelf is maſter of—to ſteal away the 
| heart—that is, Dickſon, if I was a ; 
woman who could think of marrying 
a ſecond time; and yet, Dickſon, all 
this mighty diſparity of age between 
C 6 us, 


PR may « 4 * 0 * * * T p a 
8 N * , * * ang * * _ . — . 
; l — 
* * 


gS _ PAMILY PARTY. 


us, however great it might appear to 
the public eye, is in reality only—let 
me ſee—three and twenty four and 
forty—you ſtare, and well you may— 
but come, I will get more within the 
line, and ſay nine and thirty—for nine 
and thirty, I believe, I am compleat 
(excellent arithmetician——for her 
daughter, Olivia, was at the time of 

her making this hongſt calculation, 
turned of twenty) not that a woman 
bol forty, Dickſon, has much to com- 
plain of, for though the cheek may 
| not have altogether ſo delicate a bloom 
' as the miſſes. of fifteen—the eyes re- 
tain their original brilliancy — the 
mouth (provided it ever had ſuch) its 
wonted attractions, and except in caſes 
z ol very unuſual ex bon point, the whole 
Jas 3 figure 
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figure its graces and ele 


tude of his knowledge, and the ſaga- 
city of his aſpect, might have ſancti- 


fied my acceptance of his devoirs—but 


a youth, a ſtripling, there is no en- 


during the idea —— Notwithſtand - 
ing his youth, you ſee, could not 


ſecure him from loving me with all 
my weight of .years, Dickſon, on my 
head—we will, therefore, my dear 


good woman, by way | of frolic only, 


by ſending a proper queſtion to * 
DEBATING CLUB, without once in- 
forming him whence it originates, 


contrive to give ourſelves the pleaſure - 
of hearing all he can ſay upon the ten- 


der paſſion, 


Mrs. 


this admired orator, chenafors; ben 
thirty three, or thirty two, the magni- 
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Mrs. Dickſon profeſſed herſelf ready 


to adopt whatever mode of conveyance 
the lady might point out to her and 
wiſhing her a good morning, retired 


to make her own reflections on what 


had paſſed between them. 


I could not have believed, ſaid ſhe 


to herſelf, that Mrs. St. John was ca- 
pable of ſuch narrow conduct — the 
preciſe conduct of the dog in the man- 
ger—for ſhe knows full well, at her 
age it is impoſſible for her to marry 
Mr. Jervais, and yet cannot bring 
herſelf to approve him as a huſbarid 
for her niece; ſhould it, however, 
hereafter appear that the young people 
form an attachment to each other, 

e 
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they ſhall not want a friend on any q 
good or worthy occaſion to ae or | 

ſerve them. 8 


— 


CHAP. III. 


A NEW DEBATE. 


RS. St. John having fabricated 

"+ aquelſtion, © Whether the moſt 
ardent, or themoſt gentle, was the moſt 
ſincere and yaluable lover.” Mrs. 
Dickſon put the letter into the penny 
poſt with her own hands, with the ge- 


* . 
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neral addreſs, © To the gratlemen de. 
bating.“ 


Mr. Jervais was not, however, to 


be deceived—he knew the author by 


" manifold tokens—and eager to diſ- 
tinguiſh himſelf upon ſo nice and deli- 
cate a ſubject, collected and arranged 
all his beſt arguments, and was, by the 
time the debate was advertiſed, pre- 

pared, to his own ſatisfaction, to be- 
come a ſpeaker. Mrs. St. John and 
her family came early as uſual, and 
Mrs. Dickſon ſought with all the eyes 
ſhe had for her favourite gentleman, 
but ſought in vain, to come and talk 
to Miſs Jeſſy. Her favourite gentle- 
man did not make his appearance the 
whole evening, and the debate was at 


gs 
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length began by a perſon they had 
never ſeen before. 


* 


It is a moral adage, ſaid this per- 


ſon, that goodneſs to goodneſs is a 


natural attraction — and why not allow 
the ſame magnetic propenſity to ele- 
gance and refinement. That aſſemblage 


of human excellence, called beauty, is 


difficult to define for the moſt per- 
fect ſet of features are not ſufficient to 


conſtitute it the mind alone gives 
the features their reſiſtleſs touches, the 


charms that lead the ſoul captive, and 


render nature art, in manifold inſtances 


—and where he aſked was the iron 
breaſt that could ſtand forth, and prove 
itſelf in vulnerable. Well has Roch- 

foucault aſſerted, that tho there is but 


one 


i 


42 FAMILY PARTY. 


| one ſort of love there are many copies, 
for as to what is called an ardent or a 
gentle paſſion derives thoſe diſtinctions 
ſolely from the complexion or men- 
tal conſtitution of the lover ; the ani- 
trated temper, the lively and the deſ- 
ponding, will bear their peculiar marks 
about them but that theſe muſt 
particularize the man, not the paſſion, 
is demonſtrable— and it will therefore 
illuſtrate our ſubject to inquire, what 
are the genuine proofs of genuine af- 
fection—ſo much has, however, al- 
ready been ſaid and written on the di- 
rect and affirmative merits thereof, 
that I ſhall beg leave to exemplit 
Ween by negatives,— : 


And 
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And firſt the ſeducer aſſumes the 
name of lover but how it is poſſible 
for any one to miſtake ſo dire a cha- 
racter as the deſtroyer of youth, of in- 
nocence, and of virtue, for him whoſe - 
heart is touched, and whoſe mind i is 
influenced by the gentleſt and kindeſt 
of human impulſes is a moſt aſtoniſh- 
ing . circumſtance—Stand forth ye li- 
bertines, whoſoever ye be, and re- 
count to us, in the fulneſs of your 
exultation, your deeds of proweſs, 
over whom do ye triumph—the un- 
ſuſpecting, the amiable, the confiding, 
and the defenceleſs—over : theſe, and 
over theſe alone, ye triumph, there- 
fore, at no leſs expence than the vio- 
lation of every manly feeling every 
moral principle - every claim to cou- 

rage 
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rage. Do you ſtigmatiſe him ch 
cowardice that attacks the unarmed 


can any cowardice equal your own 
conduct that, by dint of artifice, 
vows and falſhood, deceive and ſub- 
due innocence, inexperience and truth; 
What match, alas, is there for deep 
deſigning, hypocritical wiles and well- 
feigned tenderneſs? by what magic 
powers ſhall they detect the ſpoiler 
in the lover profeſſed, or apprehend 
that the man, who, by the faireſt of 
all profeſſions, wins their affections, 
is only ſeeking to rob them of their 
peace, their ſafety, their friends, and 
their proviſion—— yes, unhappy be- 
lievers, yes, a barbed arrow, no {kill 
can extract, inſtantly transfixes your 
{age your” fame is blighted—your 

friends 
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friends alienated, and your proviſion 
rendered dependent on the miſerable 


alternative alone,—the' generoſity of 


him who has left you to ignominy and 
* or reiterated ee 


The ſecond on this lit, is TED who 
as Thompſon deſcribes it, can exult 
in the poſſeſſion of a mere violated - 
form, who having purſued his helpleſs | 
victim to the altar, and there obtained 
her all- reluctant hand. A lover! Hea- 
vens - yet the men who thus perſecute 


the women of their choice into a hated 

marriage though they have found 

themſelves not only unable to gain 

an intereſt in her heart, but are wel! 

aſſured her heart is beſtowed upon 

another, will tell 70 that love is the 
actuator | 
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actuator of their condut—thatit is love 


that impels them; preſuming upon 
their wealth, their title, or other ſimi- 


lar gifts, to take advantage of the 
vanity, or the ambition, or the tyranny 
of a father, capable, for the gratifica- 
tion of one or more of thoſe faſcinating 


propenſities of ſacrificing the happineſs 


of an amiable child, for ever and for 
ever. Up at this moment roſe an old 


crabbed looking gentleman—ſfo then 


Mr. Speaker, ſaid he, you think it. 
right, no doubt, for young ladies to 


play the run- away, when their own 


choice and that of their father happens 


not to agree. No, ſir, replied the | 
ſpeaker — on the contrary, I think 


children ought to reſpect the wiſhes 


of: their parents, however impoſſible 
for them to comply with them, and 


of 


of courſe, therefore, that they cannot 
play the run-away (as you call it) 
without breaking the laws of nature 


and morality; not to apply to their pa- 


rents for conſent to marry the man of : 
their choice, 1s the higheſt act of diſ- 
regard, and to marry after having 
received a refuſal, adding mockery 


and inſult to diſobedience - but ſtill I 


muſt inſiſt upon it, that ſtrong as the 


ties of filial duty are, when oppoſed to 
the claims of reaſon, of ſelf-preſerva- 
tion, and of conſcience actual equa- 
lity will be found to ſubſiſt between 


them, and accordingly affirm that 


privilege, of which no laws were ever 


yet deviſed to deprive the children 


of the Britiſh ſovereign of the juſt and 


natural privilege of all the children 


U pon 
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upon earth, namely, though not al. 
lowed to marry whom they pleaſe, to 
have the power of living ſingle, if pre- 
fered to the match provided for them. 
Very moral, and very reafonable doc- 
trine truly, cried out again the old 
gentleman—ſo moral and fo reaſon- 
able that in my opinion, fir, you de- 
ſerve to be caned for it; very well, 
ſaid a ſmart cockaded gentleman, we 
are then, from this fine harangue of 
yours, to conclude that a lady 1s not 
intitled to throw herſelf, how ſhe pleaſes, 
into the arms of the man ſhe loves, and 
whom ſhe is certain adores her. That 
is my meaning, fir, replied the orator 
with polite firmneſs—and J will alſo, 
without either heſitatioff or diſmay, 
pronounce the third character on this 
> ab _ 


he wears a ſword, or can prime a piſ- 
tol, thinks it incumbent upon him to 
wade through the blood of his rivals, 

to the poſſeſſion of a fair lady's heart. 
But of thoſe ladies that ſuffer them-- 
| ſelves to be won by ſuch acts of chi- 
valry I ſhall ſay little — and till leſs of 


and revenge a favoured rival a rival 


that is avowedly and deſervedly dear to 


the affections of her whom he profeſ- 
ſes to love, and to deprive him of a hap- 
pineſs he has fairly attained, murders 


the man that never injured him, and 
plunges an amiable woman into ceaſe- 


leſs affliction — for theſe are actions 
that characteriſe themſelves or him, 


ſimilar in virtue, who ſimply and ſole- 
VOL, II. | D ly 2 
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liſt of lovers to be him who, becauſe 
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ly pour paſſe le tems, carry their de- 
voirs from female to female, win, and 
leave the hearts they win to weep. 


Dr. Young indeed has done, what 
I ſhould perhaps (from the high re- 
ſpect I bear the. ladies) have been un- 
willing to do—not only put the male 
coquette and the ſeducer of innocence 
upon a level, but makes it the cauſe 
and the duty of the far ſex to ſcorn 
and diſpiſe them. Falſe education is, 
however, as fatal to ladies as to gentle- 
men, and as a ſtrong and ſtriking in- 
Nance of the power education and 
faſhion have on our minds—Mr. Pope 
tells that K. 


cr gr born in Scipio's days, 
Had ſoar'd like him, by chaſtity to praiſe, 
but 


but that ambition being the vice of 
the age in which he lived—ambition 


was the end whatever was the means 


as falſe education, therefore, makes 


men libertines, ſo does it incite women 


under its baneful influence, inſtead 
of diſcountenancing, reprobating and 


ſhunning ſuch cloven footed lovers 


on an idea of their ſucceſs with their 
ſiſter females, being ſo many proofs 
of their ſpirit, addreſs, courage, and 
accompliſhments—but above all the 
reſt, a flattering enchaming teſti mony 
of their own - ſuperior perfections in 
fixing ſuch millions of fugitives, to 
break off, for his ſake, with an ad- 
mirer of worth, and for the ſake of 


him, was as doctor Young expreſſes, 
A D2 Has 
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Has killed his man, and triumph'd o'er his maid, 
unbluſhing, he adds, 


For him, as yet unhang'd, to ſpread their charms 
To ſnatch the dear deluder to their arms, 3 
And amply gives, though wed long amiſs, 
The man of merit—his revenge in this. 


The next I ſhall mention on this 
liſt of tender lovers—of lovers when 
even wearing the bands of hymen, is 


the huſband— who, from exceſs of af- 
| feftion—and from exceſs of affection 


alone, he will tell you, embitters the 
hours, the days, the years of an ami- 
able and innocent woman's life by 
cruel ſuſpicions (or pretended ſuſpi- 


cions) of her conjugal faith and truth. 


It is, however, a ſtrong proof of the 


duke of Rochfoucalt' 8 ſound judgment | 


| | and 
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| and knowledge of the heart that he 
affirms, there is often much more of 
ſelf· love than real love in jealouſy.— 


Heaven and earth! is the woman, who, 


relying upon his tenderneſs and princi- 
 ples—pleaſed with his perſon, pleaſed 
with his converſation, and in prefer- 
ence to all the reſt of his ſex, confides 
her peace and happineſs to his keep- 
ing—is ſhe, I aſk, intitled to no better 


treatment, as a proof of the recipro- 


cality of his ſentiments, than to have 


him act the part of a ſpy, not merely 
over her actions, but her looks, her 
words, her every air and movement. 


*L1s not ſufficient that he is un- 


able to demonſtrate her guilt, to ſe- 


cure her from agonizing under his 


D3 capricious 
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capricious perſecutions —her ſmiles are N 
interpreted by him into levity, and 
her dejection into ſullen rebellion— 
whate ver ſhe ſays, though her ex. 
preſſions are moſt carefully and hap- 
pily choſen, or however well meant 
her attentions towards him—his mad 
and fickly humour tortures them into 
a deſign to deceive or inſult him ·— 
conſcious in his own breaſt of the ef- 
fect, ſuch uſage as ſhe meets with 
from him muſt naturally have upon 
even an angel diſpoſition, he forgets 
that ſelf-reſpect is a tower of defence 
for the well formed heart, though not 
from being miſerable from deſerving 
to be ſo, and has a ſweet ſoftening in- 
fluence on the manners; yet were all 


theſe the moſt ardent of lovers; nor 
| leſs 
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leſs ſo is the deſpicable knave and pol- 
tron—who, having under every win- 
ning appearance poſſeſſed himſelf of a 
lady's heart and hand, wholly as a 
key to her fortune has the effrontery 
to ſquander it in pleaſures ſhe is not 
allowed to participate of abroad, and 
when at home is ſeldom addreſſed by 
him but with moroſeneſs and ill hu- 
mour—or he who allows himſelf to 


conſider the woman he has married 
as a mere domeſtic animal, created 
alone to govern his houſe, obey his 


nod, and make him her beſt courteſy 
for the bread her daily induſtry intitles 


her to, over and above the fortune 


- ſhe brought him—but though the 


highwayman is a gentleman to the firſt 


of theſe laſt mentioned ſpecimens— 
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and that the wilds of Africa do not 
contain a greater ſavage than the ſe- 

' cond, yet theſe alſo, even theſe were 

in the ſeaſon of courtſhip ardent lovers. 


But turn we now from theſe Pic- 
tures of human deformity and human 
diſhonour, to thoſe gentle and gene- 
rous youths who find their felicity 
alone in the felicity of her they love 
and who, when they meet with a lady 
that charms them on a firſt acquaint- 
ance with her, even to conſtituting 
them her lover, can, as Mr. Sheridan 


deſcribes on learning— 


bey have bleſſed another with their heart, 
Bid aſpiring paſſion reſt and take a brother's part. 


for 
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for not to be ſelf-corre&ted and ſelf- 
ſubdued where an honored and beloved | 
| object is not attainable—except by vio- 
lence that would diſgrace any man 


unſentenced to die an ignominous 


death, for violating the laws of his 


country, is ſuch an impeachment of 
our underſtanding humanity and prin- 
ciples as to render us unworthy all 6. 
amiable female conſideration. 


It is well known that every beauty 
of language, every ſoft refinement, and 
every exertion of genius has been cal- 
led in to aid, by the ſeveral ardent lovers 
I have enumerated, to paint the tender 
pation, and render themſelves irre- 
ſiſtible, let us then look into the arts 
ol a gentle, or more juſtly to charac- 
„ terize 
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terize him, a genuine lover; for, to a 
genuine lover the happineſs of the 
beloved object is dear at all points. 
Has ſhe parents, he leaves no means 
untried to gain their good opinion, 
for is it not to them that his beloved 
fair one owes her exiſtence? Has 
ſhe a friend in fome farther remoy- 
ed relative, to whom ſhe is indebt- 
ed for her intellectual cultivations— 
would he not emulate her gratitude 
and reverence to ſuch friend, as the 
leaſt deceitful mark of his love for her; 
in a word; no article of conduct, no 
act of condeſcenſion no difficulty or 
danger would be thought too much 
in ſuch a cauſe for his performance, or 
encounter the cauſe of preſerving her 
ſafety, augmenting her fame, or im- 
proving her felicity—and ſurely we 
| b may 
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may then ſay with Thompſon, that 
a lady thus won, and gentleman thus 
devoted to the advancement of her in- 
tereſt, are in like manner with his de- 
ſcribed pair ö 5 
The happieſt of their kind, | 
| When gentleſt ſtars unite, and in one fate, 

Their lives, their fortunes, and their beings blend, 


nor is it the ſmalleſt evil or reproach 
of the preſent age, that becauſe ro- 
mance has miſled numberleſs pairs, that 
we ut our eyes to the felicity of thoſe 
who blend the huſband with the lover, 
and in proportion as they bleſs are 

bleſſed; and that I do not fable I call 

upon the recollections of my preſent 
auditors, to point out to them one at 
leaſt of each ſex that have fallen a 
martyr to conjugal affeftion—need 1 
| D6 mention 
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mention the names of a Ruſſel and a 
Drummond? Let then the queſtion 
never more be made, whether ardent 
or gentle love bid faireſt for matrimo- 
nial happineſs—for though neither the 
conſiderations of juſtice, reaſon, ho- 
nor, or humanity can reſtrain the firſt 
before hymen has granted his ſanction, 
only the laſt ' that braves the changes 
and chances of life, and in deſpite of 
blighted or faded beauty, impaired 
health, ruined fortune, old age, or 
even death itſelf, remains unſhaken 

and unextinguiſhed. A buz of ap- 
plauſe run through the aſſembly—but 
as true merit is ſhy, and ſhuns the 
blaze—the orator glided away from 
the company, and was ſeen no more 


for that evening. 
CHAP. 


8 
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CHAP. IV. 


NEW DISCOVERIES. 


NENDING were the changes 
Mrs. St. John rang on the me- 
rits of this evening's debate — ſhe, for 
her part, ſhe ſaid, had ſought only 
rational amuſement on her viſits to A ; 


the DEBATING CLUB—lo! they had 


proved ſeminaries of moral inſtruction 
beyond. any thing that was even to be: 
met with at church—for the young 

| were 
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were taught their duty in every eſſen- 
tial particular, and in a manner too 
that could not fail to engage appro- 
bation, for the heart alone was ſpoke 
to, and then left to make its own re- 
flections and comments, whilſt thoſe, 
who verging like herſelf, to the full 
meridian of life, in conſequence of the 
happy hints thrown out, received the 
laurel wreath, woven by the hand of 
gratitude, in reward of their ſervices, 


Mr. Lawrence profeſſed himſelf re- 
Joiced that in ſo gay an age an advo- 
cate had aroſe for the good old Eng- 
liſh morals and manners—the morals 
that made children revere their parents, 
and the manners that exhibited that f 
reverence it might be the faſhion, 

he 


he added, to think otherwiſe, but the 

heart was alone touched by nature, 
[ne nature's: influences, he felt what it 
was to be a father, and it was his pride 
and pleaſure to believe his gentle 
Jeſſy never forgot ſhe was his child 
when melting at ſome recollections of 
the deceaſed mother, and combining 
them with the fond partiality for this 
her amiable offspring—he called his 
Jeſſy to him, ſeated her upon his knee, 
and told her he was certain ſhe would 

never point the arrow of diſtreſs, that 
muſt wound his heart. 


Miſs Jeſſy, the gentle, and as lovely | 
as gentle Miſs Jeſly, wept upon his bo- 
ſom, from the union and influence of 
ſenſations for which ſhe had not a name ; 
the 
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the fat ſhall not be concealed Gon ' 
our readers — for this touching, ſome- 
what aroſe in her breaſt, from the in- 
voluntary ſuggeſtion, how happy her 
condition muſt be, who -had ſuch a 
lover as the gentleman with the black 
patch over one of his eyes had deſcrib- 
ed at the DEBATING CLUB the. pre- 
ceding evening, and ſuch a father as 

Providence, in its utmoſt benignity 
had beſtowed u pon her. 


* 


| Yet though the operations of an 


innocent and untainted diſpoſition pro- 
duced this ſoftneſs of ſentiment in Miſs 
Lawrence, the high foul of the well 
read Olivia laughed at all the ſtuff 
the young prig (as ſhe was pleaſed to 5 
call him) had talked to them; who 
| gave 
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gave him authority, ſhe wondered, to 
profeſs a better knowledge of the 
marks of true affection, than his neigh- 
bours, or to trouble the company aſ- 
ſembled for entertainment, with his 
long and gloomy definitions of what it 
was clear to her he had never, and 
| would never feel, an ardent paſſion ; 
for her part, ſhe thought every one was 
the beſt judge of their own | happineſs 
and of the means to promote it, and 
would not be fettered by the fringed 
documents of ſome perhaps hireling 
orator, who let out his talents for a 

price, to tickle the ear, or advance 
the intereſt of his patron—and more- 
over ſhe liked not his looks, and was 
verily of opinion, that the great black 


patch he appeared with, was nothing 
more 
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more than a diſguiſe, to conceal a face 
he was aſhamed of, but as this hap- 

pened to be not a ſpeech addreſſed 
to the company, but merely what 

paſſed i in the lady's own breaſt, it was 
equally unknown and ee by 

all N 


Lydia, the ſweet romantic Lydia, 
was'far otherwiſe affected by this de- 
bate, as her ſpeaking countenance de- 
noted—ſhe knew her mother's deſti- 
nation of her to a youth, ſhe could 
neither herſelf love, or inſpire with 
love for her—ſhe nevertheleſs felt, and 
ſmarted under the parental power, 
and ſubſcribed to the right her mo- 
ther had to every ſacrifice of her af- 
fections, though to the wounding of 
all 
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all bat her conſcience and-her truth 9 
the altar Mr. Dennis Lawrence was 


ſo powerfully affected from ſympathy 
that he might have ſat for the figure 


of delicate diſtreſs, with honor to the 
pencil of the maſter; his brother, Red= 


man, however, could not forbear ſo 
far endangering his aunt's diſpleaſure, 
as to ſpeak, what Olivia thought, ofthe 


orator; namely, that his perſon was un- 
conſequential, his manner dictatorial, 
his ideas ſingular and outrẽ nor could 


he believe he was patched up from 
other motives than the conſciouſneſs of 


F 


his own inſignificance, to ſay no worſe 


of him; Mrs.-St, John was vexed, and 
hurt by this inſinuation the ſenſible 


Incognito, ſhe told Mrs. Dickſon ſhe 


was ſatisfied could be no other than 


the 
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the orator of their higheſt applica, 
but as her nephew, Redman, had ſtart. 
ed a doubt, ſhe begged her friend 
would make it her buſineſs to be truly 
informed concerning him. The turn 
of compliment with which he conclud- 
ed, ſaid ſhe, was ſo like him and I 
am moreover ignorant of any other 
young gentleman to whom my grati- 
f cation is an object, but we ſhould 
not be too modeſt, Dickſon, for as 
thoſe who viſit places of public reſort, 
are admired by numbers that are un- 
noticed by them—we ſhould be neither 
too modeſt or too politive on theſe 
es 


W Dickſon. mon: a whe to the 


club room, and was ſo lucky as to 
meet. 
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meet with the man (who had waited 
three long hours from the hope of 
ſeeing her) and was regaled with her 
diſh of coffee, and his agreeable chat 
as uſual; in the courſe of which ſhe 
aſked him his reaſon for endeavouring 
not to be known by the FAMILY PARTY, 
when ſpeaking on a ſubject, and in 
ſuch a manner as to do himſelf great 
honor. Mr. Jervais denied he was 
the ſpeaker— Mrs. Dickſon ſhook her 
head and bid him beware how he leſ- 
ſened their good opinion of his ſince- 
rity he ſmiled—ſhe urged her que- 
ſtion and affured him Mrs. St. John 
was beyond meaſure pleaſed——until | 
dreading a rival in that Lady's favour ; 
he at length confeſſed that he was the 
very man - but that as the queſtion had 
15] 6 | been 


- 
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been privately and generally addreſſed 


to the ſociety of which he was. only 


a ſingle member, he was fearful of 


being deemed too forward, or too pre- | 


ſumptuous in taking the lead, where 


it did not appear he was either ex- 


pected or deſired to exhibit himſelf, 
Dickſon returned home brim full of 


pleaſing intelligence—of the kindneſs, 


and the modeſty, and the goodneſs, and 


che reſpect, of Mr. Jervais for Mrs, 


St. John, and all her friends—as for 
me, madam, ſaid ſhe, he treated me 
as if I had been the queen of Sheba, 
or a perſon in the like manner quali- 


fied, that was come to partake of the 


wiſdom of Solomon. Poor young 


man, ſaid Mrs. St. John, poor young 
man is it nota thouſand pities, Dick- 
fon, 
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| * that I cannot throw open my k 
| brother's doors to ſo deſirable and de- 
ſerving a viſitor—yet ſo much does he 
merit in return for this his laſt elegant 
debate that you will give him an ap- 

pointment, under the ſeal, of profound : 
ſecrecy between him and you, and of 
accidental rencounter with us for the 
play tomorrow evening, if the bill of 
fare at either houſe has ſufficient at- 
traction to make us wiſh to go. Ac- 
cordingly at dinner this manceuvring 
gentlewoman dropped a hint, as a ſud- 
den thought, that with her brother's 
leave they would make a party, and 


Olivia hoped it would be ſome deep 


tragedy where ambition, that glorious 
fault of angels and of gods, might be 
exhibited to her delighted view— 

Lydia, 
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Lydia, that ſhe ſhould hear from the 

lips of Romeo—he jeſts at ſcars that 

never felt a wound—and Mrs. St. 

John, a grand diſplay of a reſiſtleſs 

widow's charms — telling Dickſon, 

ſhe wondered much ſome poet did not 

chuſe to exerciſe his talents on a ſub. 

ect that would create him ſuch a hoſt 

Pal of admirers — 28 painting the magnetic 
3 powers of good ſenſe, in a woman of 
forty, for a woman of forty, no one 
could be bold enough to deny, might 


be pitted with ſucceſs againſt trifling 
giddy childiſh fifteen—as ſhe herſelf 
lad been a living evidence, for ſhe diſ- 
1 dained to take notice of the few years, 
though it ſhould be even half a dozen 
that ſtood between her and that achor 

of female maturity. 


But 


— — 
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But how was ſhe diſappointed when 
the papers were brought and ſhe diſ- 
covered, that Steel's F uneral, or Grief 
Alamode was advertiſed at Drury- 
lane; and the Plain Dealer at Covent 
Garden; and heard both the one and 
the other pronounced by Olivia and 
Redman, very excellent pieces —indiſ- : 
poſition was however her immediate i 
plea, for declining to ſee either lady 
Brumpton ſcandalize, or the widow 
Blackmore turn the ſtate of widow 
hood into ridicule, and had ſhe called 
it indiſpoſition of mind, ſhe had been 
a true ſpeaker, and begged it might 
be ſettled, (if her health would permit) 
for themto go tothe Clandeſtine Mar- 
riage, which was mentioned at the 
bottom of the-Drury-lane advertiſe- 
_—_— E : ment, 
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ment, to be intended for exhibition 
the enſuing evening. | 


A ſiy leer caught by Mrs. St. John's 
eye, exchanged between her daughter 
Olivia and her nephew Redman, pe- 
trified her extremely for it plainly 
told her, her motive for fineſſing was 
clearly underſtood by them in its ful- 
leſt latitude and ſo much did the al- 
together the conſeiouſneſs of her own 
feelings, and the conſtruction her con- 
duct admitted of affect her that as a 
relieving thought, ſhe reſolved to ſend 
* eee to the DEBATING 
| eus, for public _ canvaſs, reſpecting 
the claims, the merits, and the attrac- 
tions of widowhood, the very firſt 
poſſible opportunity, 


— 


Mr. 
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Nr. Jervais almoſt embraced Ms. 
Dickſon, (his angel of glad tidings) | Fe 
on her delivering the news, that he 
was invited to approach his beloved 

Miſs Lawrence ſo near, as ſitting in 

the ſame box, and conjured her to be- 

lieve ſhe might rely on his not failing 

to perform all Mrs. St. J ohn recom- 

mended with ee * 


— 
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A PARTY TO THE THEATRE. 
RS. St. John was out of luck 
—the play of the Clandeſtine 
Marriage did not prove the thing ſhe 
had promiſed herſelf, as to neat and 
unalayed entertainment for tho” ſhe 
was confident Mrs. Headleberg had 
not one feature applicable to her cha- 


rafter—there was no denying that Mr. 
Sterling poſſeſſed a ſtrang caricature 


reſemblance of her brother—add to 
which, 
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which, that Lovel and Fanny, ſhe was | 
convinced, were not critically what 
ſhe could have wiſhed to ſet before 
young people's eyes, at a period when 
even thoſe of mid age found it ſo dif- 
ficult to keep up their conſequence | 
amongſt boys, ſo recently come from 
ſchool, as to bear about them a lively 
dread, and perſonal tokens of birchen 
diſcipline; and chits of girls ſcarce out 


of their leading ſtrings - but there was 


no diſappointing them a ſecond time 
under falſe pretences, and ſhe there- 
fore endeavoured to make- the beſt 

of it. 


They had not long vt ſeated in the 
box before the door opened, and Mr. 
4 ervais, dreſſed in pericct ſtyle, as 
E 3 Mrs, 


| 
| 
| 
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Mrs. St. John affirmed, of a gentleman, 

entered, and was agreeably ſurpriſed to 
find them there. How fortunate, ma- 


dam, cried he, addreſſing Mrs. St. 
John, how fortunate I am this even- 


ing for when I left home it was my 
intention to have gone to Covent- 
Garden houſe, whereas my good ge- 
nius knowing the pleaſure that was 


| Prepared for me, directed me here, 


the young ladies were next addreſſed 
by him, and each received ſome witty 
compliment—except Miſs Jeſly, for 


to her he alone bowed with -downcaſt 


eyes—the young gentlemen ſhook 


hands with him, and telling him they 


hoped this their ſecond meeting would 


be more happy than the firſt, chatted 


wich 
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- with him upon indifferent things une 
the performance began. 8 


Mrs Dickſon had not been uniioh 
ced by him, but as it was not conſiſt- 
ent with the ettiquette preſcribed him, 
to claim her acquaintance, he only 
included her in his bow of genen r re- 
cognition. 


'The play Pe ag St. john 
extolled the author to the ſkies for his 
juſt painting for what, ſhe ſaid, but 
perplexity, ſhame, apprehenſion, and 
confuſion, could await the young peo- 
ple who flew in the face of their re- 
ſpectable friends and relations but he 
had ſpared her bluſhes for them, by _ 
making them bluſh fo n 12 
themſelves, 39 035; of 
E 4 Lydia 


* AMI r br | 


| {Lys and Dennis Lawrence were 
ſilent, but it required very little {kill 
in .phiſiognomy to tranſlate the intereſt 
they t took 1n the tender diſtreſſes of the | 
young couple ; ; Mr. Jervais fi ighed 
from the leſſon (to his 2 e he 
feared Miſs Lawrence would 
1 bibe of duty to her father, even to ts 
door of her heart, againſt a beginning a 
inclination for a lover unſanctioned by - 
his immediate introduction; Redman 
and his couſin Olivia, declared Lovel 
to be a very pretty fellow for a compt- 
ing houſe clerk, and his conduct as 
very natural; but allied to nobility, 
as he was repreſented to be, his man- 
ners were mean, ſneaking, puſillani- 
-mous, and ridiculous, as for Miſs 
Jeſſy, whoſe * wiſh (whilſt a thou- 
be. land 
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f ſand paſſions were throbbing in the 
breaſts of all around her) had been for 
the eurtain to draw up; her attention 
vas occupied and intereſted by Mrs. 
Headleberg, Lord Ogleby, Canton, 
and Mr. Sterling; for as it was impoſ—- 
ſible ſhe could approve, ſhe forbid her- 
ſelf to- pity the lovers;; moreover Mr.. 
Sterling's buttered rolls in the dog days, 
and his draging Lord Ogleby from 
proſpect to proſpect through his villa, 
was ſo near a copy of many recollected 
ſcenes ſhe had been a diſtant ſpectator 


of in her travels about the environs f 


London, that the picture of them i in- 
finitely diverted her, hut however 
_ outre, with reſpect to- polite breeding, 
the conceived the altogether. to be 
he conceived it nevertheleſs fo ac 
| Ex; cordant: 
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cordant with the good old faſhioned = 
manners of England that the liked, | 
in the very moment ſhe moſt heartily 
laughed at the contraſt between the 
ruins of a/foppiſh peer, and the health, 
wealth, good humour, and honeſt im- 
pPaortance of a Britiſh merchant, born 
4 and brought up within the gates of the 
= : metropolis, and an enemy to fribbles, 
fooliſh perade, and affectation. 


Mrs. St. John, on whoſe mind the 
high coloured ridicule on city manners, 
did not fit quite ſo eaſy, obſerved to 
Mr. Jervais that the diſtinctions be- 
tween the eaſt and the weſt end of the 
town were now almoſt worn out, ex- 
cept in their mere nominal and literal 
ſenſe — the diſtinction of exterior being 
ERP: 3 no 
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no more for at leaſt the laſt half centy-. 
ry, however that reſidence remained 
then caſting a look of marked ſelf- 
complaiſance over her own appearance, 
and the appearance of her family, 
| ſeemed to demand, if aught was viſi- 
dle to beſpeak dan unalied to a 
and elegance. n 


Mr. Jervais detected the meaning 

of this appeal, juſt in time to prevent 
bis loſing an opportunity of ſinging 
forth Mrs. St. John's praiſes, not only | 
with her own conſent, but by het ac- 
tual invitation, the excellence of her 
taſte, the excellence of her underſtand- 
ing, and the excellence of her conduct 
were the delightful, and heart-delight- 
ing themes with which he regaled 
us 85 . her 
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her ear; but at length conſtraining 
herſelf to forego ſo luxurious a feaſt, 
-the tapped him with her fan on his 
ſhoulders, his hands, and his cheek, 
and told him he had too much, far 
too much of the courtier about him 


| to be a fit acquaintance for her and 
| her FamILY PARTY, and that ſhe 
| therefore believed ſhe muſt (in order 


d so ſecure them from polite contamina- 
tion) have the wiſdom and the reſo- 
mmton ts break hands with him, 

--- Mr. Fervais had taken the lady's fan 
from her, during this little ſcene of 
gallantry between them, and' held it 
gaily open in his hand, but on the 
- [£oncluſion of this fpeech was glad to 
een the triſtful he was ſenſible over⸗ 
| ſpread 


3 


FAMILY PARTY: f 
ſpread bibs! face, by hiding behind it, 
the bare idea of incurring ſo ſevere 2 
puniſhment, for even the worſt fin i it 

vwas in his nature to be guilty of, being 
ſcarcely ſupportable by his feelings, 
and to relieve himſelf coughed aloud. 


The ſoft ſould Lydia alone, of the 
whole party, perceived his manceuver- 
ing but it ſo much reſembled what 
ſhe was often. compelled to practiſe, 
that it ſtruck her on the inſtant—alas, 
poor ybuth, ſaid ſhe, mentally, he is 
then a lover and I moſt fincerely pity 
him. Having recovered himſelf he 
| told her he thought he ought not to 

arm her againſt him a ſecond time 
preſenting, yet withdrawing her fan 
from her —do as you pleaſe, cried ſhe, 
a laughing, 
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laughing, but take this information 
along with you the bauble will be 
no trophy of victory over me, for to 
reſtore it to its true owner, you muſt 
give it to my niece. The fan was put 
into his boſom and mentioned by him 
no more the whole evening. 


Mrs. St. John was ſo wrapped up 
in flattery and ſelf· applauſe, that every 
tittle of Mr. Jervais's conduct beyond 
her immediate intereſt in it eſcaped 
her obſervation, but not ſo Mrs. Dick- 
ſon, who ſat within hearing of all that 

had paſſed, and thought if ſne had any 
kill in ſuch matters, Miſs Lawrence, 
not her aunt, was the object of Mr. 
Jiervais's adoration ; but this thought 
was locked up ſafe in her own breaſt. 
| But 
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But though it is obvious that this 


© pin debator was prompt to pay 
court to and take advantage of this 
good lady's: conſtitutional foible, he 


vas not à diſſembler by Practice, for 


Heaven had given him a generous 
heart, and his friends much intellectual 


cultivation —his temper was benevo- 


lent and his manners naturally plea- 


and honeſteſt purpoſes) to aſſume the 


ſing, and he was wont (for the kindeſt 


likeneſs of thoſe he wiſhed ſhould ap- 
prove him, and were of courſe much 


approved by him; and as Mrs. St. J ohn, 


with all her follies, (of which vanity 


brother and his children, in his eſti- 
mation a very good fort of woman, 


* 
* 


was the ſole cauſe) was from the care, 


he underſtood, ſne had taken of her 


—he 
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Che would not in all probability have 
her obſervations, and pay her every 
| winning attention had her nece been 
only ſeven years old inſtead of _—_ 
een. But to return, e 19 


Mrs. St. Tohw'velair to faſhionable 
| importance was indeed, this evening 
| particularly ill timed, from lack. of 
fſupport om all hands; for though her 
| brother's coach was always at her 

command, and thanks to the herald 
office, and her brother's liberality, 
made a very genteel figure, yet, yet 

much remained unpoſſeſſed by her to h 
© beſpeak her what ſhe announced her- 
- elf to be—allied to, or in any de- 
gree connected with; the great world. 
2 For 


_— 
— 
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For when ſeated in the box, in the 
full view of all the brilliant ſpectators, | 
not one bow, curtiſy, or other token 
of recognition did ſhe or her family 
receive from thoſe ſhe wiſhed ſ ſhould 
be conſidered as her equals—whereas, 
on the contrary—ſhe had the confu- 
fion to be every now and then ſaluted 

from the pit by perſons ſhe had been 
| very ready to accept civilities from at 
the DEBATING CLUB, and who little 
ſuſpected therefore that their polite 
notice of her in the theatre would be 
deemed a _ 


- The piece over, the ladies all turned 
round to converſe with Mr. Jervais— 
and even the ſweet Jeſſy told him ſhe 
Was happy to ſee him well, and the 

entertainment 
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entertainment being the Speaking 
Pantomime of Harlequin's Invaſion— 
this young lady was greatly pleaſed 
with it, and communicated her ſenti- 

ments on ſeveral repeated occaſions, 
to that effect, to Mr. Jervais, inſo- 
much that the only diſagreeable mo- 
ment he had to complain of (except 
whilſt he was ſmarting under Mrs. St. 
John' s wit (as already deſcribed) was 
the moment of her bidding him adieu. 


Redman Lawrence, and his couſin 
Olivia, laughed for two whole hours the 
next morning, at the likeneſs between 
Mrs. St. John and Mrs. Headleberg, 
my mother's vanity, and city ambi- 
tion, cried ſhe, to a T; and Red- 
: man, forgetting all his father's and his 

1 6. own 
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own obligations to his aunt, proteſted 
it was- his real belief, that every crea- 

ture in the houſe was as ſenſible as 

themſelves of their ſimilitude of cha- 

facter— for that he had obſerved a 
thouſand eyes, and a thouſand titter- 
ings levelled at her during the even- 
ing. Nor did their vivacity ſpare 
Miſs Lawrence or Lydia, calling the 8 

firſt a breathing ſtatue, the ſecond an 
arcadian nymph, into whoſe hand 
they had wiſhed to have put a crook, 
as alſo into the hands of her dying 
ſwain, Mr. Dennis—until-it occurred 
to them that his mercantile genius, 

and commercial ſpirit of enterpriſe 
would be much better repreſented by 
one of the flags, carried by the alder - 
manic body, on a Lord Mayor's day. 
la 
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Ina a word, though ſtrange to tell, 
this play of the Clandeſtine Marriage 
produced a moſt extraordinary change 
in the private behaviour of this young 
gentleman and lady, and Mrs. St. 
John's reign over them was reprobat- 


ed by them for ever they were never- 
theleſs compelled, whilſt they remained 
under the ſame roof with her, to keep 
ap [ſome little outward ſhew of re- 
ſpect and even to Mr. J ervais; they 

called her in future, in their pri- 
yate interviews, by no other name than 

that of Mrs. Headleberg, and him the 
Preacher — the diſciple of a tabernacle, 
and never turned their eyes to x ards 
tem but in order to _ out new 
food for ſatire. 1 21 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Dickſon, who had long been 
diffatisfied with them, in the main, and 
was too wiſe to ſuppoſe. there could 
be an effe& without a cauſe, was cer- _ 
tain (to uſe her ſelf. language) ſome 
miſchief was brewing in that quarter, 
which ſooner or latter would burſt | 
forth on Mrs. St. John's head like a 
thunder bolt, and be productive of 
much mortification, if not diſtreſs, to 
all their other relations. „ 


„ © FAMILY PARTY. . 


- I , * 
-_ # £5 ; & 4 N 2 
* 


CHAP. VI. 


A DEBATING CLUB SCENE, 
LIVIA and Redman were now 
| come to fo perfect an under- 
ſtanding that they contrived to have 
their ſtated periods for meeting, to 
ridicule the fooliſh heads and chicken 


hearts of the reſt of the family. 


A fine time I ſhould have of it in- 
deed, ſaid Redman, in the arms of 


4 
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my cara ſpoſa, if I was weak enough 
to let your mother chuſe for me, whoſe * 
foul is replete with arcadian whims ; 
and I, faid Olivia, mar ied to my 
couſin Dennis, ſhould te bleed with 
his commercial calculations. 


But how to prevent the evil is the 
point we ought to look to. My mo- 
ther, replied Olivia, I thank her, has 
made me an adept in the ſcience of 
advice — for many a leſſon, by the af- 

ſiſtance of. Dickſon, has ſhe, I am | 
perſuaded, cauſed to be dealt out to 
us from the roſtrum and it is but 
W aud now begin to retaliate. . 


You know, Redman, the deſtruc- 
tion the old Roman King Severus 
brought 
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brought upon himſelf and children by | 
oppoſing their wiſhes, and inſtead of 
permitting themto chuſe for themſelves 
—cauling each of the Julias to take a 
huſband of an oppoſite diſpoſition to 
their own, which is the inſtance 1 will 
ſuggeſt to the club for a debate, for 
though one of them does not apply to 
me (except in the contrariety of hu- 
mour to my corydon) the other is an 
exact copy of Lydia—when, if my 
mother takes not the hint, to give up 
her politics, we muſt ſeek for a further 
remedy—there is no opening your fa- 
ther's eyes to her folly and duplicity, 
and wherefore ſhould we trouble our- 
ſelves to prove her a ſinner, to a man 
- that is reſolved to canonize her for : a 
_— . _ Rodman 
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Redman highly approved this pro- 

poſal, and a queſtion was accordingly 

* by * to the club. 


« Whether it was not warring againſt 
Heaven to oppoſe the ſympathy of 
young minds—and compel the noble 
and illuſtrious to yoke 'with the nar= | 
row and illiberal, and vice verſa, in 

order merely to advance ſome family 
wiſhes, or to gratify ſome family pique 
r * of the conſe- 
quences.“ 


Mrs. St. John, all unprepared from 
| being all unſuſpicious of the amule- 
ment which awaited her, was in un 
uſual fine ſpirits — ſo fine, that having 
conſented with the beſt grace imagin- 
vol. 11. F able, 


* 


f 


4 * 
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able, on the inſtant ſhe was aſked to 
accompany her young friends, de- 
 Clared, as they were on their way, 
if ſhe could only reconcile it to her, 
(perhaps, indeed, rigid notions of 


female decorum) ſhe would, herſelf, 


aſcend the roſtrum and prove to the 
men, that there was not the monopo- 
ly of ſound reaſoning, judicious dif- 

tinction, and native eloquence amongſt = 
them which they had the modeſty to 
claim - but that the ſexes were in reali- 

ty, what Steel ſtyled them, in his 
Chriſtian Hero—< both equal, and 
both ſuperior, as occaſion ſuited their 
reſpective talents,” —not forgetting his 

high compliment, © that the woman 
had Heaven's ſecond thought in her 
formation and endowments.” 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Dickſon ſaid ſhe had been 
1 ſorry a lady of ſuch powers was 
hots. quaker, they would then have 


. been called forth into exerciſe for the 


benefit of her hearers. 


Miss Lawrence ſaid, ſhe dared lg 
lieve her aunt thought with the * 
Mr. Pope, that | 


« A woman's nobleſt ſtation was retreat.“ 


Mrs. St. John, with ſame dignity, 
teplied, the beſt rules had their excep= 
tions, but that though ſhe had often 
been paid a ſimilar compliment to 
Dickſon's, ſhe did not imagine it poſ- 
ſible for a perſon of her extreme and 
nice ſenſibility to ſpeak with advantage 
in public, and was therefore well ſatis- 
| T4 fied 
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fied to move within the narrow ſphere 
the pride of mankind had conſtitut- 
ed the ſphere of her ſex. On thei: 
coach ſtopping, Mr. Jervais ventured, 
for the firſt time, to fly and offer Mrs, 
St. John his hand, in character of an 
acquaintance, which he preſumed the 
evening he had paſſed with them at 
the theatre authorized him to do— 
when, as he conducted her in, ſhe, in 
a few words, informed him of the ſu- 
| blime ideas with which her heart was 
fraught reſpecting the claims and the 
merits of the female world, and added 
that ſhe ſhould be very glad, when 
convenient, to hear his opinion, and 


moreover was ſo abundantly, and un- 
precedently gracious as to bid him give 


her his company. Erect as an emperor 
LY | -5: 


1 
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| he therefore led her into the club 
room, and elated as a conqueror, took 
his ſeat by her. | 


The debate having opened with a 
| little introductory critique on the man- 
ners of the age—a tall Scotchman 
aroſe, and very abruptly declared, he 
knew of no reproach at this liberal 
period equal to the unrepcaled mar- 
riage a&t—an act that had ſolely. ori- 
ginated from the pride and arrogance 
of thoſe parents, who thought them- 
ſelves intitled to wage war againſt na- 
ture, and nature's laws. 


Mrs. St. John ſtarted—Miſs Law- 
_ rence ſtared, and Mr. Jervais was | 
beyond meaſure aſtoniſhed. — It 
| F143 ſhould 
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ſhould, however, methinks, reſumed 
the Scotchman, be ſufficient to cure 
parents for ever of the ſin of fettering 
or croſſing their children's inclinations, 
to read the dreadful conſequences on 
| hiſtorical record, of ſuch auſtere and 
unjuſtifiable conduct — no one inſtance 
of which is more ſtriking or alarming 
than that of Severus the fourth, king of 
Rome, and his two daughters —daugh- 
ters, that if permitted to have choſe for 
themſelves, would have been preſerved 
from murder and adultery, dire crimes, 
which, no doubt, would be found re- 
giſtered againſt the cauſer, not the 
perpetrators thereof, at the great da 
of general account. F 


This 
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This attack upon parental authori- 
ty and impeachment of parental wiſ- 
dom, was ſo flagrant that Mrs. St. | 
John found herſelf, and was apparent- 
ly much agitated, whilſt Olivia and 


her couſin Redman's countenance 


were lighted up by exulting ſmiles. - 


| The ſtory, cried this able and re- 
fined orator is too well known for it 


to be neceſſary for me to relate it on + 


this occaſion, and I ſhall therefore only 
take leave to ſay, that this really wiſe 

and good king was ſo fooliſh and cruel 
a father, as to try whether his poor 
deluding plans, could alter the nature 
of things, and give happineſs to thoſe 
in a matrimonial union, whoſe hearts 
were formed of as repulſive materials 


* 
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as the elements, by blending the 
mildneſs of the dove, with the fire of 
the lion—the crouching ſpirit of the 
ſpaniel, with the unſubduable great- 
neſs of the war-horſe—what the re- 
ward of his impious attempt to coun- 
teract the unalterable decrees of fate 
were, is a cataſtrophe our humanity 
may pity, but our reaſon muſt think 
juſt, forthe misfortunes of parents reſult 
from their own pervei ſeneſs, tyranny 
or ſelf preſumption, the gods are ac- 
quited, and their children exculpated, 


kt whatever evils enſue. 


There is a period, nevertheleſs, far 
diſtant from the extreme point of pa- 
rental warfare, which liberates the 
human mind from ſubjection.— Let 


thoſe 


FAMILY PARTY. 105 
thoſe then who are acquainted with 
- this Roman hiſtory have the wiſdom 
to conſtitute the cataſtrophe alluded 
to, the beacon for them to ſteer by, 
and thoſe who at preſent know it not, 
read it as the warning voice of Hea- 
ven to deter them from doing either 
directly or indirectly likewiſe, this 
was too much for human endurance.— 
The orator retired with a bow of ſelt- 
approbation, and Mrs. St. John was 


over-whelmed with confuſion. Mr. 


BD Jervais, cried ſhe, in a low voice, as 


the laſt effort of ingenuity to antidote _ 
the poiſon of this corrupt and dariag 
doctrine, it is now in your power to 
confer an everlaſting obligation upon 
me. Jervais was electrified by the 
lound—ariſe therefore in defence of 
5 the 


"a 
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the parental cauſe, the parental privi. 
leges, having firſt aſſumed ſome hap. 
py diſguiſe, and you ſhall only have to 
aſk, to obtain your deſired reward. 


It was enough — his exit and his re- 
entrance was like a ſhaft of lightening 
—and the rumour ran that a young 
Cantab, was about to ſpeak to the 
queſtion of the evening. Immediate- 
ly a very florid and highly powdered 
ſpark, on a ſilence taking place, thus 
beſpoke the company. 


6 However the unfortunate Severus 
failed in the accompliſhment of his 
wiſhes — his politics on an inveſtiga- 
tion of them will be found agreeable 
to rational conduct, for as diſcords 


Call, 
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can, (by the finger of che maſter) be 
touched into harmony ſo a union of 
the grave and the lively, the mild a 
the imperious, when the heart is not 
unprincipled, has often been known 


to conſtitute a happy marriage - and 
he would therefore unheſitatingly af- 
firm, that it was the natural vice of 
each, not the contraſt in their tempers, 
which occaſioned the crimes of which 
the children of Severus were guilty. 
Moreover there were manifold teſti- 
monies within the reach of even the 
commoneſt: obſervation, that men of 
a ſtudious and contemplative turn to 
pleafe the women they loved, would 
readily conſent to mix in cheerful par- 
ties, and ſocial ſcenes thereby in all 
probability pre ſerving themſelves from 


0 becoming; / 


— 
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becoming miſanthropes and humou- 
riſts; and women whoſe vivacity would 

unallayed have hurried them into 

dangerous errors who had learned to 
. regulate themſelves by every happy 
rule of domeſtic merit, and domeſtic 
happineſs; indeed he did not deny 
he ſaid that parents would do welt to 
give up thankleſs and ungovernable 
children, before their efforts to reclaim 
them were carried ſo far as to endanger 
their own ſafety—but the parent's love 
was not to be extinguiſhed until ſome 
fatal cataſtrophe, either to themſelves 
or worthleſs offspring, evinced the 


impoſſibility of being uſeful to them, 
and thence would have the boldneſs to 
declare, that whoever could ſet up the 
' monſtrous guilt of the elder Tullia and 
BE — 
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| her inceſtous paramour as an argu- 
ment againſt the exerciſe of parental 
advice, and parental authority to a 
certain latitude, in order to .bring ta 


* 


bare a union they had at heart, were as 

far degenerated from the female cha- 

racter, and approximated, of whatever 

ſex, as nearly to the diabolical, as thoſe 
wretches thus damned to everlaſting 
fire.“ | | | = 


Mr. Jervais being ſeated on the off 
| fide of Mrs. St. John, from the reſt of 
her companions,was luckily not fo much 
as miſſed by Olivia or Redman, luckily 

perhaps for his perſonal ſafety, and hav- 


ing made a few more ſtrong and able 
remarks ia defence of the parental dig- 


nity, power, and virtues, returned to 


| his vacated ſeat, and was repaid all his 
ſervices, 


no FAMILY PARTY. 
ſervices, by receiving a friendly ſhake 
of the hand from that no leſs high than 
condeſcending gentlewoman, Mrs. St. 
John, at the fame time that ſhe whiſ- 
pered in his ear, my friendſhip is yours, 
and you may always rely on my voice 
and intereſt. Ah, ſighed Jervais, hea- 
vily, I ſuppoſe in every particular ex- 
cept where the felicity of my life is 
bound up — your lovely niece's fa- 
vourable opinion of me.. 


Olivia and Redman Lawrence were 
firſt diſconcerted, and next engaged 
by this bold retort, and being ſtrongly 
perſuaded from ſome home ſtrokes re- 
_ ceived, that poor Jervais was at the 
bottom of the buſineſs, ſet it down on 


"their memory the very firſt opportu- 


6. nit; 
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nity in their power to make him re 


CHAP. VIE 
A NEW EFFORT TO MRS, ST. JOHN'S 
e HEART. | 


XAXCS. Dickſon, who in the ſiin- 
15 plicity of her heart, believed: 
all Mr. Jervais's declarations of the- 
pleaſure it gave him, (ſhe well under- 
ſtood on account of her connections), 
to ſee her, and as every diſh of choco- 

« 15 late- 
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| late ſhe drank with him ſeemed better 
than the preceding, and his converſa- ; 
tion too became more and more agree- 
able, often dropped in, as he earneſtly 
deſired ſhe would, and paſſed half an 
hour with him—wiſhing very lincerely 
from pure kindneſs and goodwill to 
- Miſs Lawrence, to ſee the day when 
ſhe ſhould have her eſtabliſhed lover, 
as well as her couſins. The truth in- 
deed was, that though Mrs. Dickſon's 
attachment to Mrs. St. John was not 
diſſolved—it had received a very ſevere 
ſhock from that lady's behaviour when 
her niece was ill, inſomuch that the 
good woman fancied ſhe could look 
back to the moment when Mrs. St. 
John would infinitely have prefered 
beholding her moſt generous. brother 
deprived 
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_ deprived of his daughter Jeſſy, the 
ſupport and ſolace of his exiſtence, to 
bring her own intereſt into hazard. 
| for would ſhe ever have ſent for Mr. 
Jervais to have ſpoke comfort to her; 
ſhe would ſay, if it had not been for 
he ſpirited head ſhe made againſt the © 
h cruelty of wiſhing to keep him away 
when her heart would always anſwer 
no, Yet in theſe /2/2 4 72s with the 
young | gentleman ſhe obſerved—he 
never once led her to mention Miſs * 
Lawrence more, or ſought to ſpin out 
the ſubject, when ſhe herſelf had ſtart- 
ed it—whilſt Mrs. St. John, on the 
contrary, was ever more talked of by 
him; a circumſtance her unacquaint- 
ance with the paradoxical conduct of 
lovers made her doubt whether Mrs. 
St. 
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St. John was not really in the right 
when ſhe concluded herſelf to be the 
ſole object of his regard, and ſhe totally 
wrong in ſuppoſing it to be Miſs 
Lawrence. 8 | 


But little as Mrs. Dickſon was 
aware of it, ſo light and ſoft was his 


hand, he evermore contrived to wire- 


draw on his favourite ſubjects. One 
day in particular having cauſed her ta 
ſpeak of Mr. Lawrence's deceaſed 
wife, ſtumbled, ſhe knew not how, on 
the hiſtory of his friend alſo—not for- 
getting to add the agreeable article of 
contract between the two merchants, 
to bring up Miſs Jeſſy on the one 
hand and the ſon on the other, to love 
| one 
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one another from their cradle as man 
and wife, 


Mr. Jervais heard no more, though 
ſhe talked to him without ceaſing for 
twenty ſucceſſive minutes, until ſhe 
announced poor Mr. Lawrence's grief 

for the death of this his intended ſon- 
in-law, when «Richard became him- 
ſelf again. 


She then launched out into an ac- 
count of the great wealth he was ma- 
ſter of; us almoſt unequalled love of 
| his daughter, and concluding with 

| faying, happy would be the man that 
gained her for a wite, for ſhe then was 
in her temper, as well as in her perſon, 
an earthly treaſure, 


1 Mr. 


5 
| 
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to Mr. Lawrence's family. 
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Mr. Jervais's mind was a ſecond 


time thrown off its center, and he was 


near breaking his ſolemn reſolution, 


never to take advantage of Mrs, 


Dickſon's good opinion of him, in any 


reſpect that might endanger the loſs of 


Mr. Lawrence's or his ſiſter's friend- 
ſhip—no, cried he, the poor good unſuſ- 
pecting woman ſhall not find an enemy 
where ſhe believes ſhe has a friend— 


Jet me endeavour to conſtitute whoever 


elſe I may an inſtrument of my acceſs, 


Mrs. Dickſon was on the point of 
taking her leave, when it luckily, (as 
ſhe called it) popped into her head, to 
tell him Mrs. St. John ardently de- 
fired to increaſe her obligations to him, 

a for, 
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for, do you know, fir, ſaid ſne, the | | 
world of gentlemen play-writers and 
public ſpeakers, like yourſelf, have 
never yet had the goodneſs to write 


nobly, or ſpeak up kindly i in the praiſe 
of widows. 


To me, cried the gallant Mr. Jer- 
vais, all Mrs. St. John's wiſhes in my 
power to accompliſh are heard as 
commands, it is my .wiſh to comply | 
with. But 1 believe, on reflection, 
I have expreſſed myſelf wrong, for it 
is not widows, fir, ſaid Dickſon, but 
—voluntary widowhood—aye, now I 
have her very words—on the merits 
of voluntary widowhood from motives 
of either attachment to the deceaſed, 
or tenderneſs to his ſurviving offspring 

"a 
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—but above all the reſt, in caſes of 

collateral generoſity. _ Mr. J ervais 
thanked his kind friend for the hint, 
and immediately reſolved to Play off 
one more powerful battery againſt 
Mrs. St. John's heart, in order to win 
her, if ſhe was not invincible to favour 
him in his deareſt aſpirations. 


Mrs. Dickſon departed, he accord- 
ingly ſet to work, and prepared the 
following queſtion for advertiſing, 


e Whether the widow that died 
of a broken heart, in conſequence of 
loſing her huſband, or ſhe that lived 
to do honor to his memory in her care 
of their children, gave the ſtrongeſt 
proof of regard, unallayed by ſell · love 


for the deceaſed,” 
Mrs. 


Mrs. S. 4 ha. be a ſome- 


what of peculiar ſatisfaction in Mrs. 15 


Dickſon's face, and therefore conclud- 
ed ſhe had ſeen her friend Mr. Jervais, 
his civilities to her, always by ſetting 
her at unity with ſelf producing that 
effect, and ſo cloſely did ſhe preſs her 
to be communicative, that contrary 
to her ſettled intention; ſhe frankly | 
owned ſhe had, and that he aſſured 


her he would take an early opportuni- 


ty of making widows of all ranks and 
complexions amends for the neglect 
ſo long ſhewn them at the DpEBATIxe 
er un. 


Mrs. St. John profeſſed herſelf much 
indebted to her friend, Mrs. Dickſon's 
deligence in her ſervice, for, ſaid ſhe, 
0 what 
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what can be more grateful than thoſe 
ſervices that give pleaſure to the heart | 
therefore ſpeak your wiſhes; there 
is a new piece now playing, with 
great applauſe, called © Know your 
own mind,” and I will, this very even- 
ing, take you to ſee it, if it will be 
agreeable to you. Agreeable, ma- 
dam replied Mrs. Dickſon, that you 
may be certain it will, but T think 
there is another perſon, I need not ſay 
who, that richly deſerves to be of the 
party. But what can we do, faid 
Mrs. St. John, would it not impeach 
our prudence, and give us the appear- 
ance of being too much attached to 
the realy charming youth, if we ſhew 
him we cannot enjoy even a dramatic 
exhibition without him. 
Pa _ Mrs. 
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Mrs. Dickſon, by whom good na- 
tured acts were deemed a million times 

preferable to all the diſſfembled forms 
of faſhion, cried, Jour madam, » how 
you ſurpriſe me, one hour you call 
yourſelf under ceaſeleſs obligations to 
this young gentleman, and the next 
make a doubt of it, whether it can be 
right by a little friendly notice, to let 
him ſee you remember as much 
but the inconvenience, Dickſon—the- 
trouble it would be to you: If. your 
objections are reduced to that, cried 
Dickſon, they ſhall ſoon be removed, 

for I promiſe you it will be no more 
trouble to me to do a civil thing, 
than to make your compliments, and 
+ ſo forth, when we have a point to 
gain; Mrs, Dickſon, therefore Ty on 
VOL, II, G her 


— 
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her hat and cloak with much greater 
alacrity than ſnhe pulled them off, and 
whilſt Mrs. St. John went to announce 
her deſign to her brother, of treating 
the children to the ne comedy, con- 
veyed the intelligence to Mr. Jervais, 
and vows of everlaſting regard were 
exchanged by them, in conſequence 
of the eſteem he declared he held her 
in, for being thus attentive to the 
promotion of his happineſs. es to 


But Mrs. Dickſon, ſaid he, I be- 
lieve it will be moſt adviſeable for me, 
in order to ſecure myſelf from ſuſpi- 
cion, to bow firſt to the FAMILY PAR- 
TY from the pit, and let Mrs. St. 
John's encouragement to Join her in 
the box be my ſanction for ſo doing; 
2 | «rug 
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Mrs. Dickſon approved of this propo- 
fal, and bidding him not fear, but all 
| would turn out to his wiſhes, took her 
leave, and was ſoon at home again, ſo 
ſoon that Mrs. St. John (as a ſmall 
ſtroke of flattery) told her ſhe muſt 
have flown, and had evinced by her 
expedition, ſome great writers aſſer- 
tain, but ſhe could not on the inſtant 
recollect who, that affection, or incli- 
nation, were the wings of the ſoul. 


When Mrs. St. John mentioned 
her deſign of going to the play, Red- 
man Lawrence complained of the 
tooth-ach, and Olivia ſaid ſhe: would 
with all her heart, if her mother would 
diſpenſe with her company, ſtay athome 
—ſend for the comedy, and read it to 
5 =. her 
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her couſin and thought i it might turn 
out very pleaſing to all parties to tell 
their opinions at ſupper. e 


Then cried Mr. Dennis, with unuſual 
animation, I ſhall for once have the ho- 
nor of being your ſole ciciſbeo—and my 
couſin Lydia will be happy to take care 
of my ſiſter. Well ſaid Dennis, I 
love you for your good humour and 
ſpirit, ſaid Mr. Lawrence, and dare 
believe I ſhall hear a very good re- 
port of your conduct and generalſhip, 
Poor Dickſon, ſaid Olivia, laughing, 
you ſeem, ſir, to conſider her as 2 
mere non- entity — inſtead of the able 
chaperon we have always found her. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. St. John was alarmed leſt her 


daughter Olivia, who was evidently 
on the pert pin ſhould let drop a hint 
1 Mr. Jervais, and therefore wiſh- 
ing equal happineſs to all, Mr. Law- 
. rence went out quite ſatisfied, ' | 


When arrived at the theatre, who 
ſhould be paſſing by, Mr. Dennis 
Lawrence faid, but Mr. Jervais, and 
putting out his head without waiting 
his aunt's fiat, called after him, and 
brought him to pay his compliments to 
the ladies. Can you do better, fir, ſaid 
the all- gracious Mrs. St. John, if not 
poſitively engaged, than to join us, 
and give the author, for I ſee it is his 
night, your five ſhillings, as an humble 
tribute to his merit. The foot board 
9823 let 
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let down Mrs. St. John gave him her 
hand, and as all reſtraints were re- 
moved by the abſence of Olivia and 
Redman Mir. Dennis led his beloved 
Lydia, having juſt remembered to 
beg Jeſſy would take hold of Mrs. 
Dickſon's arm. 


Mrs. St. John admired the mo- 
ther and two daughters, in the piece, 
who appeared, ſhe ſaid, like three 
fiſters, which was always the caſe, | 
when a lady married very young, and 
her children ſtarted up into early wo- 
x manhood—winding up this obſerva- 
tion with a ſignificant look at her 
Lydia. 


- | | | In 
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In the ſecond act, however, Miſs 
Lawrence's tender feel ings were great- 
ly ſhocked—by one of the charaQers | 
Z (in every other reſpect a very pleaſ- 
ing one, who, coming in, and find- 
ing a large party) exclaims 
« Aye, here you are, crowded to- 
4 gether like the people in«the black 
© hole at Calcutta.” 18 
Heaven defend me, cried Miſs 
Lawrence, having read the heart rend- | 
ing particulars of the inſtance alluded 
to only the day before can it be poſ- 
fible for an author capable of writing 
ſuch a piece as this, to conceive the idea 
of pleaſantry can be ſtruck. out of ſo 
diſtreſſing a ſimilitude—nor, ſaid Ly- 
G4 dia, 


_ 
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dia, is it leſs wonderful, that a Bri- 95 


tiſh audience, and a poliſhed manager 
ſhould be equally inattentive to the 
only blemiſh, and that fo glaring a 
one, in the whole piece. 


The ſcene where the general lover 
is found upon his knees to the mother 
was greatly enjoyed by Mrs. St. 
John, it makes me recollect, ſaid ſhe 
to Mr. Jervais, the ſtory of the rival 
mother and daughter, IJ have met with 
in the courſe cf my reading,. but with 
all the allurements of youth, the mo- 
ther there bears away the prize, and 
Miſs is left to lament her inferior 
powers and perfections, (except a ſto- 
len glance, and that a moſt guarded 
one at Mifs Lawrence, poor Mr. Jer- 


mis 
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vais had a terrible evening of it, for 
Mrs. St. John was not content with 
ſips, ſhe would needs obtain whole 
draughts of that ſweet cordial, flattery 
—however, as the only alternative was 
to pay the price, or forego the delight 
of ſeeing the object of his tendereſt at- 
tachment, he at length got through 
the evening, and was permitted as an 
act of grace to hand all the ladies, ex- 
cept Lydia, into the carriage, her cou- 
fin and her ſtaying a-few moments be- 
hind, to view, as they told Mrs. St, 
John, the ſcenes, forgetting, as ſhe 
forgot alſo, that the green curtain, on 
the concluſion of the performance, al- 
ways obſtructed every ſuch view, © 
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. + Mr. Jervais made his bow and was 
retiring, when the good natured Den- 
nis ſaid, if he was bound for the City, 
he was certain his aunt and ſiſter would 
not think themſelves incommoded by 
giving him a caſt, as he might fit be- 
tween them two, and they ſhould even 
then fall ſhort by one individual of 
their uſual rau yarTY. Do as 
| you like, cried Mrs. St. John, and 
Jervais aſcended the fide of the carri- 
age, but inſtead of being granted the 
propoſed ſeat, Mrs.' St. John took 
care to render herſelf a wall of braſs 
between him and her niece, inſomuch 
that had he not looked forward with 
hope to future favours—he would 
have dearly ea accepting the 
„ 4 

They 
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They fat him down at the manſion- 
| houſe, and Dennis, at parting, - pro- 
feſſed the moſt cordial regard for him, 
and regretted, on his being out of ſight, 
that they could not. take him home to 


ſupper. a , ws pp 72 


# 


When arrived in — — ſquare, 
ſhe found Mr. Lawrence gone to bed, 
and Miſs Olivia and her couſin, Red- 
man, battling it away at piquet—the 
comedy, ſhe ſaid, was not to' be had 
in their neighbourhood and ſo they 
were endeavouring to conſole them- 
ſelves under their diſappointment, by 
playing at cards. | 

| Mrs. St. John ſhewed ſome tokens 
of diſpleaſure at this information; ſhe 

66: thought 
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thought her nephew would never have 
practiſed artifice, ſhe ſaid, to avoid 
favouring her with his company, and 
it was very plain his tooth ach was 
not violent when he could fit ſo much 
- at his eaſe down to a game that re- 


-_  - quired attention; ſupper was brought 
- I however, and no more paſſed on 


the ſubject that night; and the queſ- 
tion the next morning reſpecting wi- 
dows being advertiſed, ſhe loſt the 
trace of it for ever. 


_ CHAP, 
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CHAP. vin. 


W 


OF THE SAME NATURE AS THE FORE= | 
„ 


RS. St. John, earneſt that her 
brother | ſhould be witneſs of 
the triumph, and celebrity, ſhe was 
confident ſhe ſhould receive from the 
announced queſtion; artfully contrived 
to ſtumble inſenſibly upon it, ſhe ſaid; 
at breakfaſt, that no idea of precon- 
certion might ariſe in his breaſt, on 
6 her 
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her aſking him, for the honor of wi. 
dowhood, and ſhe truſted, for the ho- 
nor of his ſiſter, to favour her with his 
company to hear the diſcuſſion of it. 


Mr. Lawrence conſented, and ſmil- 
ing, obſerved he was glad to find fo 
great an improvement in the taſte and 
temper of the age, that widows, inſtead - 
of the butt of coarſe raillery, and un- 
provoked ridicule, they had hitherto | 
been, to the reproach. of many able b 
pens, were likely to find a man ſuffi. 
ciently ſenſible to diſcover, and ſuffi- 
ciently generous to become, the advo- 
| cate of their merits—for that he was 
well convinced that though the many 
might diſcredit the ſtate, of widowhood 
there was an amiable few intitled 
to 
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to firſt rate praiſe. and firſt rate eſtima- 
tion. Mrs. St. John bridled with de- 
| light, and Dennis offering to walk 
with his father, they all ſet off rather 
before their uſual time —ſo i impatient 
was the lady to hear her own eulogium. 
But the queſtion being announced a 
little dapper Welchman, who having 
exchanged the kind manners, peculiar 
to that paſtoral principality for the 
hardineſs and bronze of faſhion, and 
conceiving it to be the teſt of fine 
breeding to laugh ſober and modeſt 
merit out of countenance, (to the great 
diſſatisfaction of Mrs. St. John, even 
before he opened his mouth, )aroſe and 
thus addreſſed the company. Dt ahh 
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The ſtate of widowhood, however 
eloſely ſucceeding the ſtate of female 
bondage, as matrimony 1s generally 


| deemed, appears, from the conduct 


of moſt ladies, to be conſidered by 
them as a ſtate of non · exiſtence. Are 
they rich generous creatures how 
prompt we evermore find them to 
make the fortune of ſome lucky impu- 


dent fellow, that is ſo far a maſter of 


arts as to win them to his wiſhes. Are 


they young - then is their liberty alone 


prized by them for the power it gives 
them of renouncing it — an opportuni- 
ty of which, is never diſregarded by 


them. Are they old they feel it is 


not good to be alone, and ſo look 
abroad, even through their tears for 


| the dear deceaſed, for a worthy ſuc- 


ceſſor 
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ceſſor—the worth of well diſſembled 

| love for them. Are they beautiful— _ 
Jet no one become the devotee of deſ- 
pair for their ſakes their charms ſhall _ 
make a ſecond, a third, and a fourth 


huſband happy, if their deſtiny only 
favours them with means, and I call 
upon thoſe who can, to tell me when 
a widow was ever found unattainable. 

Does ſhe weep the dead—it is to touch 
the hearts of the living does ſhe wear 
ker fables, is it not to ſhew her per- 
ſon to the greateſt advantage, and tell 
the ſtory of her loſs ?—is ſhe ſilent —it 


| Ein order to exite our deſire to hear 


the muſic of her tongue; and if ſhe 
talks, is it not to lead our affeRtions 
captive? 5 | 


Young 


— " K _ q 
** 
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© Young girls, with all the charms of 
youthful bloom, are like Polyphemus 
in the fable ſtrong but blind—and of 
courſe all their arrows are random 
ſhot, but the widow knows how to 
force every avenue of the human heart, 
and in deſpite of the owner's conſent, 


d erect herſelf a throne therein. Do 


we reſiſt — it only animates her attacks 
—our vanity, our generoſity, our am- 
bition, our compaſſion—all, all, are 
intereſted and operated upon by turns, 
until we hail her conquereſs. For 
| my own part, continued this greatora- 
tor, I fear no other part of the female. 
ſex—but widows—their reſiſtleſs wiles 
their reſiſtles lures (Mr. Lawrence 
ſtole a ſide glance at his ſiſter—is this, 
thought he, the man I was brought 


by my ſiſter to hear, who with the bold 
and ratling tongue of ſaucy and au- 
dacious eloquence, dares thus to wound 


an unequal, and unchallenging indi- 


vidual) I alone aſk of Heaven, to 


ſecure me from the rencounter, not to. 


lead me into temptation and danger. 


. Mrs. St. John felt as if all eyes were 
turned upon her, for the author and 
object of this moſt offenſive harangue, 


forgetting that orators derive their high- 


eſt reputation from the light and ſhade, 


an oppoſition in opinion gives a queſ- 


> tion, and found herſelf ſo little able 
1 throw off her mortification and cha- 


grin, as to be half inclined to quit the 
club room abruptly, but before ſhe 
came to a politive reſolution how to 


act, 
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act, it was rumoured that a gentle. 
man of conſequence was roſe up, in 
vindication of the ladies, and each 
found was huſhed —each ear attentive 
to catch his ſoft, his haneyed ſenten- 


Jervais was ſo great an adapt in the 
feience of ſpeaking—that he could 
change his natural tones and cadence 

| at will, accordingly when Mrs. St. 
= John beheld him dreſſed out in a full 
= | ſuit of black, and with his face almoſt 
| buried alive in a ſcientific wig—even 
the herſelf doubted who it might be, 
until he came to touch upon ſuch 
points as ſhe well knew could be only 
of her own ſuggeſtion teſtified it to 
i be Mr. Jervais, and finally identified 
| him. 
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him. For the honor of our under- 


ſtanding, ſaid this orator, and the ho- 
nor of the human heart, (notwith- 
ſtanding the extraordinary things we 
have juſt heard) the cuſtom of paint- 
ing the female ſex, in like manner as 
the pen of error paints the perſon of 
lucifer, with imaginary characteriſtics 
of deformity, is now no more. 


The lively gentleman, who to diſ- 


play his wit, and indulge his vivacity, 


has ſpoke on a queſtion of firſt rate 
concern to every feeling heart—has 


thought proper, inſtead of attempting 
either to inform or to convince his 
auditors of the reality of what he dared 


to advance, to devote the beſt exer- 


ciſe of his oratorical powers to their 
amuſement 


— 
—= — 
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| 
; 
i 
1 
| 
| 


amuſement—they have laughed its 
true, but as Churchill ſays, 


£1 — on reflection 8 birth will wonder at wen. 
ſelves, and blame them 8 0 


Sofineſs and ou (hear it 


ye traducers of the ſex, and contro- 
vert it if you can,) moreover are the 


inmates of unwarped and an uncor- 
rupted female mind—what dangers 
therefore they have encountered, and 
what diſtreſſes endured, to prove their 
unſhaken, their heroic attachment to 
the man they love, hiſtory abounds 


with. But I return to my ſubje&—for 


it 1s not what teſtimonies ladies have 
given of their conjugal tenderneſs, but 


how they honor in conſequence of ſuch 


tenderneſs the men they ſurvive, is the 
preſent 


FAMILY PARTY. 43 
preſent queſtion. Did I therefore aſk - | 
you, right honourable lady, from either 
ſelf. love or natural deſpondence ſeek 
85 an aſylum in the grave alone — ſurely 
it was, the man of her wiſhes the } 
friend of her life, the dear companion 
ſhe. regretted — yes, ſir, thus far I 
perceive you are about to tell me (ad- 
dreſſing a gentleman who had roſe to 
ſpeak, even thus far I will acknow- 
ledge what I am aware you are going 
to demand of me) that ſelf was in- 
tereſted - but if ſelf. love alone had in- 
fluenced her conduct, would ſhe not 
have chaſed the ſelf- reproach from her 
heart to which her life became a vic- 
tim—for ſhe was heard frequently to 
declare, ſhe believed ſhe could not have 
ſurvived the poignant diſtreſs into 
which ſhe was plunged, but that, by 
| ks 
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her perſuaſion, on the kindeſt motivez 
of her huſband to participate the de- 
riſion that coſt him his life, ſhe ap- 
peared to herſelf, however innocent, 
the cauſe of his death. 


5 lady aaa not, however, from the 
nature of her high condition thoſe ties 
of maternal duty, which, like a bar 
of adament ſtands between the weak- 
eſt and moſt amiable part of the hu- 
man ſpecies, and deſpair, when robbed 
by the rude and cruel hand of death, 
of their beſt ſource of happineſs—the 
neceſſary ſuperintendance of her little 
ones—in whom ſhe beholds not merely 
her own offspring, but the children of 
him fo deſervedly dear to her—their 
protection, their cultivation therefore 

We. ſuſpends | 


3 
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fuſpends her ſorrows, and to their ſer= 
vice ſhe devotes her future life, 


If the grave has knowledge of the 
living—if paternal love exiſts beyond 

the manſions of mortality—can any 
monument of conjugal commemora- 
tion be comparable to this, illuſtrious 
' women, wherever ye are to be found 
(for as the earth teems not with jems) 
—wherefore ſhould we expect a pro- 
fulion of thoſe that are moſt excellent 
in the human race, rendering by your 
fame and the accompliſhment of your 
| moſt ardent aſpirations, your reward, 
as a mother, ſurrounded by her help- 
lels children, left in flender circum- 
ſtances—receive an offer to aſſiſt and 
bring them forward with decent learn- 
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| ing—though her affections are buried 
in the tomb of her huſband—ſhe will 
compel herſelf to accept of, and eſteem 
the man that has the generoſity to 
love her under all her widowed diſad- 
vantages, and her children will be 
taught by her to revere him for the 
deed. Beſides, by what erroneous 
conſequences are we led to cqnceive 
there is merit in perſiſting in grief— 
for as Shakeſpeare tells us obſtinate 
condolement ſhews a will moſt in- 

correct towards Heaven. 


Addiſon divides the widowed world 
into two claſſes; thoſe who inſpire 


love, and thoſe that excite pity; and 


true It. is, that a cheerful and agree- 
able temper never appears in fo 
engaging 


4 


— 


FAMILY PARTY... 147 
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engaging a point of view (who need be 


; — 


told that it is a moſt powerful magnet) 
as in a widow of good ſenſe. and 


good information who uſes, not abu- | 
es, the privileges of her condition, and 
conceives of neither fear or blame en- 
| Joys the pleaſures of ſocial intercourſe, 
—converſes with eaſe, frankneſs and 
 liberality, and incapable herſelf of miſ- 
conſtruing the actions of others, can- 
not teach herſelf to apprehend miſcon- 
ſtruction— and ſhould it ſo bappen 
ſome one of the gentlemen, thus ad- 4 


mitted to approach her on friendly © r 
terms, ſhould diſcover, that with her „ 
converſation he forgets all time, all by Jy \ 


ſeaſons, and is unable to figure to his 

. 
imagination a higher haßpineſs than 
converſing with her through life—Can” 


%. 


1438 FAMILY PARTY. 
we, on whatever pretext, charge fuch | 
2 woman with having preached arts 
to win his approbation, or conceive our- 
ſelves intitled to either ridicule her ac- 
ceptance of him, as an act of ielf-gra- 


tification, or to accuſe her of cruelty 


or breach of principle if ſhe refuſes, and 
declares, that converſation, not a lover, 


| is her object. Wherein (otherviſe) | 
let me aſk, does the value of intellec- 


tual cultivation, or the advantages of 


independence conſiſt—ſhall refinement 


be doomed by narrow mindedneſs and 
ill nature to dwell alone in the ſhade, 
leſt the wiſhes of the ambitious, or 


the caprices of pride ſhould be wound- 


ed or mortified—the woman that poſ- 
ſeſſes ſuch high endowments and accom- 


. Pliſhments with unoſtentatious good 


humour 


-#- 25a 
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humour does ſuch a woman deſerve 
20 better fate I beſeech you, than to 
be charged with ſtudied deſigns upon 
thoſe hearts, ſhe charms through the 


The gentleman who has juſt ceaſed 
ſpeaking has talked much of an impa- 
tience in the ladies to renounce their 
 nidowhood, and ruſh a ſecond time 
(as he phraſes it) into conjugal bon- 
dage. But if the manners of the pre- 
ſent age are really ſuch as he has de- 
ſeribed the ladies, by this conduct, 
can only be ſaid to exchange one ſtate 
of bondage for another for when free 
ſhe is to be cenſured, whether eaſy to 
be obtained, or invincibly unattain- 
able — ſhe has as little reaſon to be vain 
of her tears as her ſables. 

H 3 Men 


1 ; 
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Men and women were, we may be 


aſſured, intended for the friends and 


the companions of each other, but in 
what ſtage of female exiſtence is it that 
woman have it in their power to avail 
themſelves of their birth-right claims 
in this inſtance ? Is it in early youth 
alas, are they not in early youth taught 
to believe that they tread dangerous 
ground, and with equal fear and cau— 


tion muſt liſten to every individual of ; 
the other ſex that approach them un- 
authorized by the parental ſanction. 
Is it when wives - who is there that 
can heſitate to put a negative upon 


that demand for if fair and young, 
though they ſhould be ſafe at every 
other point, the friend the boſom 
friend of their huſbands—him whom 

he 
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he delights moſt to honor, and in 
whom he moſt confides, will think. it 
his duty as a gallant man, to miſlead 
the conſequential. approbation of his 
wife's endeavour to ſupplant him in her 
affections, and thus are we returned 
again to widowhood, where we find the 
ſex fettered and inf ulted on all ſides... 


The bold and the vain watching 
every turn of countenance to interpret | 
them into Invitation, and catching at 
every word to turn them into expreſ- 
ſions of encouragement—nevertheleſs, 
ladies, (I mean that glorious. part of 
the ſex, whoſe hearts are pure, whoſe 
conduct is amiable, and whoſe princi- 
. . ples are correct) conſult not the mir- 
ror of either envy, malice or un- 
N H 4  charitableneſs 
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charitableneſs for «province of the 
dreſs, of either your perſons or minds 


Iilet nature and good ſenſe be your 


guides in every inſtance, and fame and 
happineſs ſhall be yours. 


T muſt, however, beg leave to 
mention one ſtate of widowhood that 
commands admiration, and ſhould 1 
at this time have an auditreſs of that 
character, let her drink, for once at 
leaſt, at the fountain head of well- 
earned praiſe—T mean the widow, who, 
though yet in her prime, in order to 
perſevere in kind offices towards, not 
only her own children, but the chil- 
dren of parents ſhe loves from ties 


'of er of gratitude, or of 
| long 


preſſes it. | 

When all the world conſpires to praiſe, wy” 
heat, and will not hear, 

who foregoes her own t wiſhes, to 

© make others happy: tenderly watch- 


ing over their leeping hours (if ſuch | 


ſervices are required by them from 


indiſpoſition, accident, or affliction) 


and devoting her days to the forma» 
tion of their minds and manners, who 
refuſes ſucceſlive offers for their ſakes, 
and moreover rendering their, home 


pleaſant and their excurſions abroad 


profitable—render themſelves in every 
article of generous and eſſential atten- 


tion—at once the friend of their o n 
offspring, the maternal guardian of 


ſuch of their young friends as have no 
Hs longer 
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long tried unity, nnn as Pope ex- 
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ISS longer a mother - and the enlivener, 


the ſuſtainer of the houſe of the wi. 
dower — the ſource of all his beſt 
hopes, the author of all the beſt com- 
forts he enjoys. E: £::% 


(r. Lawrence opened now one but- 
ton of his waiſtcoat, and then a ſe- 
cond, to give himſelf room to breathe, 
and Miſs Jeſſy turned her loving eyes, 
ſuffuſed by grateful tears, up towards 
her beloved aunt.) That in a word, 
continued this orator, though poſſeſſ- 
ed of ſocial talents, declines mixing 
with fociety, left example ſhould miſ- 
lead, or connexion contaminate the 
hearts ſhe is regulating by every rule 
bol virtue and of propriety, and to fill 
= — Sc 


* 
times ( 
$ . 


times found the chearful companion, 


the indulgent preceptor, enforcing 


every excellence ſhe commands to 
their approvance and adoption by the 


excellence of her own unequalled con- 


duct. 


Mr. Lawrence profeſſed ſo earneſt 
a deſire to learn who the ſpeaker was 
that had ſo tenderly intereſted his feel- 


ings, that he enquried of all around 


him, and amongſt the reſt happeniflg 
to apply for that purpoſe to a lady he 
thought was ment! ioning him—threw 


his ſiſter into great alarms—for though 
the diſguiſe Mr. Jervais had choſen 


concealed him even from her 18 | 
ledge, ſhe was fearful her brother's 


queſtion might receive fome unpro- 
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per anſwer, and as moreover ſhe her. 
ſelf could never behold a man, with. 
out thinking of a lover, took fright at 
.the good natured looks her brother 


gave (though nothing more than his 
natural turn of aſpect, ) leſt he ſhould 


fall in love with the really agreeable 


' ſtranger, and overturn all her grand 
. o ſchemes for her childrens aggrandiſe- 


ment at once—for new kings, new 
laws, was, in her opinion, a certain 
true adage, and what queens had the 
power to effect, ſhe was well convin- 


eed in her own perſon—ſhe therefore 


beſought him to let them go home as 


ſoon as poſſible, for that ſhe was 
| much fatigued, 


When 
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28 When arrived Mi ſquare Mrs. | 
St. John made a ſhert ſupper, and re- 
tired with great impatience to talk "4 
over the wonders of the evening with 
Dickſon. That the poor young fel- 
low adores me, cried ſhe, is oleinhy | 
proved by every word he utters—in 
what glowing tints. does he. paint 
my little deſervings, and with what 
delight, and no doubt exults on every 


Une of approbation diſcoverable in my 


countenance which is too apt to be- 


tray the feelings of my mind—1 la- Sk 


ment, Dickſon, and ever ſhall lament, 
the diſparity of years between us, and 
yet you ſee the effect of drapery; who 
would not have ſuppoſed him as old 
as myſelf, merely from the power 10 
of dreſs — but deception would not 
give me ei ſhould know 

YL how 
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how many years diſtance there was be. 
tween us, and poſſibly, from exceſs of 
delicacy, and exceſs of ſenſibility, which 
you know, Dickfon, are my two great- 
eſt foibles, conjure up a thouſand 
chimeras in the ſhape of faſhionable 
inconſtancy, though it was not in the 


power of either angels or devils to ri- 
val me in his affections. 


Mrs. St. John went to bed, over- 
whelmed by this tender concern for a 


young fellow, who, during the whole 


night thought alone of her amiable 


niece, and Dickſon was puzzled be- 
yond meaſure to account for the pha- 
nomenon, thar'a fine, ſenſible, clever 
gentleman ſhould overlook the bloom- 


ing mece, and ſouſe over head and 


cars, 
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ears, as ſhe had once heard it phraſed, 
with a woman old enough, without 
a miracle, to be a grand- mother. 


—_ 


c HAP. EX. 


OR did the hqy only go to bed, 


thoſe, wild ideas, and threw out a 
number of hints, to engage Mrs. 
Dickſon to become his advocate, and 
prevail upon her to follow, out of - 
compaſſion to his imputed ſufferings, 
Kew own. real and ſubſtantial inclina- 


6 OT tions 


but aroſe under the influence of 
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tion: — but however, her © couſin of | 


| Buckingham was not wont to be ſo 

dull,” —all her arts, and all her aims, 

could not draw her out to utter one 
countenancing ſyllable of her compaſ- 
fionate impulſes, under which morti- 

fying predicament ſhe was ſummoned 
to breakfaſt. 


Mr. Lawrence received her with new 
proofs of his regard and veneration, in 
the courſe of which he again profeſſed 
it would give him pleaſure to know 

the orator, to whom they were all fo 
much indebted, for doing juſtice to his 
fiſter's merits. Rel 


Miss Lawrence, Lydia, and Mr. 
Dennis Lawrence had taken their 
. ſeats, - . 
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ſeats, but when Olivia and Redman 
were called for, the ſervant faid they 
| were gone, as it was ſo fine a mort». 
ing, to breakfaſt at White-Conduit- 
Houſe, ve be Lee crperengsl 2 
Mrs. St. John turned pale, and 
Mr. Lawrence aſked Lydia and Den- 
nis why they did not follow ſo good an 
example. So good an example, cried 
Mrs. St. John, with rage, - do I hear 
you, ſir, ſpeak fo lightly of an act of 
flagrant rebellion? —Olivia ſhall find 
I will not be inſulted with impunity— 
and when Lydia wiſhes to become an 
out- caſt from her mother's affections, 
of ſuch a mother, (burſting into tears) 
28 1 have been, then, and then only let 
her follow her ſiſter's example. 


l * F „ nn * 
n * 
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I I own, ſaid Mr. Lawrence, it would 
have been civil to ſpeak their inten- 
tions; but as for the criminality of the 
matter it does not ſtrike me; young 
people will be young people, and lo- 
vers, for I have long ſuſpected them 
do be ſuch, like to ſay ſoft things to 
Ef. each other, without witneſs, and I re- 


peat again, (though I beg it may not 

offend you) that I ſhould rejoice to | 
ſee Dennis and my ſweet Lydia, ex- 
ally on the ſame good underſtanding. - 


Lydia bluſhed, and was much dif- 

treſſed, and Dennis fearful of offend- 

ing his aunt, loſt an opportunity of 

advancing his own happineſs; for Mr. 

Lawrence had ſecretly determined that 

if the boy would have the ingenuouſ- | 
| | neſs 
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neſs to ſpeak out, l the girl the 
courage to confeſs he was right in his | 

conjectures, to give them his bleſſing, - 

and promiſe, on the ſpot, never to 
leave or forſake them until he beheld 

them man and wife. Had Mrs. Dick- 
ſon been preſent, there is little doubt | 
ſhe would have ſupplied their defici- 

ency—however, as the caſe was, Mr. 
Lawrence went out diſappointed in 
this ſecond wiſh of his heart, and re- 
collecting the loſs of his-Jeſly's huſ- 
band and the dear friend he had loſt; 
took ſeveral” turns round Charter- 
Houſe-Square before he could recover 
his ATI 


When, Benevent this tender fie 
ceaſed to vi ibrato; he ww to think 
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| of Olivia and Redman, who had now 
declared themſelves in terms not to be 
| miſunderſtood, and thought they would 
make a good match of it; but whilſt 
he was thus congratulating his bene- 
volent heart, Mrs. St. John was rail- 
ing to Mrs. Dickſon againſt her auda- 
cious, her Wen al F. 


- Breakfaſt at White-Conduit- Houſe, 
ied ſhe—walk out alone at this. time 
in the morning with a young man 
I am both ſhocked and ſcandalized by 

her condut—T have fet every exam- 
ple before her eyes. Dear madam, 
faid Dickſon, if I was you, I would 
not diſtur> myſelf about the matter, 
Nor would I, ſaid ſhe, if I was Mrs. 
Dickſon — l beſeech you, my 


good 
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= good friend, to conſider, there is a A 
wide difference between my daughter 
ated yours, if in ſuch a ſituation, for 
your daughter by ſuch a conqueſt 

would be lifted into unhoped for af- 
fluence—whereas mine has degraded 
herſelf, to exalt her ſiſter, who, I ſee, 
| aſpires to be the head of our family; 
and can you think circumſtances like 
theſe can ſit well upon my feelings; 
no, Mrs. Dickſon, it is a cauſe I will 


die in to prevent it. Ah, poor, poor 

Miſs Jefly, cried Dickſon, mentally, 
what chance would you ſtand if you 
loved Mr. Jervais, when, where there 
is no rivalſhip, and her own children 
would be benefited, the can thus au- 
ere] y decide nt them. 


„„ 


Dinner 


N 
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Dinner time arrived, and no Miſs | 
Olivia or Redman made their appear- 
ance. Mrs. St. John could not eat, 
and Mr. Lawrence, from beginning 
to think the joke was carried too far, 
appeared very grave; Jeſſy, now anxi- 
ouſly looked at one, and then at the 
other, and was deeply affected by their 
derangement, whilſt Dennis and Ly- 
dia dared not ſo much as to raiſe their 
eyes for fear of becoming objects of 
Mrs. St. John's ſcrutiny or diſpleaſure. 
Why ſiſter, at length, ſaid Mr. Law- 
rence, all our fine Galculation reſpect- 
ing our children's duty and affection, 
ſeem likely to come to ' nothing, — 
as far as Olivia and Redman are con- 
cerned, I confeſs myſelf hurt, that 
they did not confide, to me at leaſt, 

| their 


: + 
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their attachment, for they ſhould at 
once have received my free concur- | 
rence to purſue their hearts' deſire, and 
the utmoſt exertion of my influence 
over you to obtain your approbation. 

I renounce them both, cried the lady, 


nor will ever pardon them. 


Miſs Jeſſy's tears began ts flow, 
dear aunt, ſaid ſhe, dear papa, let me 


intercede for them—they will come 
back, and explain their condudt—in- 
deed they will, in ſuch a manner, 1 


truſt, as to reſtore us our, for. the . 
an interrupted family een, 


No tears, Jeſſy, cried Mr. Ln. 
rence, I cannot ſtand your denden 
them once come back —1 will hear 
5 every 


E 
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every apology you can offer for their | 
conduct nay, with my fiſter's con- 
ſent, will moſt aſſuredly pardon them 

—exert your rhetoric, therefore, on 
your 2a aunt's feelings; and, when you 


find yourſelf at a loſs (faid he, riſing to 
withdraw) tell her, no amiable child 


of her's ſhould ſue to me in vain, and 
then let her refuſe you if ſhe can, 
_ - Mr. Lawrence went out, and Mrs. 
St. John begged her niece would at 

preſent ſay no more to her u pon the 
| hated ſubje&t—hinting at the ſame | 
time that it ill became the character 
of innocence and goodneſs, to ſtand 
forth the advocate of glaring unwor- 
-| net og: diſobedience, 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Dickſon being called for by 
Mrs. St. John, Miſs Lawrence' flew 
to her as ſhe entered the parlour— 

folded her arms tenderly; about her, 
and beſought her to plead for her cou- - 
ſin and her brother—they will be good 
again, Mrs. Dickſon, cried ſhe, you 
may engage for them; they will—and 
do therefore be the happy inſtrument 
of peace a0 reconcilement to us all. 


Mrs. Dickſon kiſſed her nn 

| ſweet benevolence, faid ſhe, ſweet 

{weet benevolence, would I could re- 

lieve every anxiety you labour under, 

and ſee you married, whiſpered ſhe 

to herſelf, to the noble minded, the 
learned and brave Mr. Jervais. 
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the intelligence. 


Mr. Lawrence bent his courſe to- 
wards Iſlington, in order to look out 
for the fugitives, and do all his poſſible 


to ſnooth their road home - but how 
ineffectual his kindneſs, for they were 
already many miles on their way (as 


our readers no doubt have ſome time 


ſince conjectured, to Gretna- Green 
greatly delighted, not only with their 


journey, but the conſternation and buſ- 
tle, their departure would occaſion, as 


well as breach, in the FamiLy pARTv, 
-and having left a note; with orders for 
it not to be ſent to Mr. Lawrence, 
until the evening, at the inn from 
whencethey had ſtarted—it was not un- 
til they were all aſſembled at ſupper, 


that he was enabled to communicate 


2 To 


4 
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| To Gretna-Green—a daughter of 
mine, cried Mrs. St. John, eloped 
to Gretna. Green I ſhall never ſur- 


vive the diſgrace; and yet, cried Mr. 
Lawrence, we ſhould not deſpair 
conſidering what you have had the 
fortitude to ſurvive already. Into 
ſtrong hyſterics went the lady — con- 
ceiving it is probable her brother wiſh- 
ed gently to remind her, that her 
daughter was only a chip of the old 8 
block, according to the vulgar Britiſh 
proverb her lace was cut however— - 
the doctor ſent for, and the whole houſe 

thrown into diſtreſs and confuſion, 
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A tender little ſtory, intereſting, but improba- 
ble.— The Author, in the ſecond volume 
approaches too near the ſplendor of Rouſſeau 

not to appear in a diſadvantageous ſituation. 
— The pleaſing parts of this novel are, in 
our Opinions, the artleſs pictureſque deſ- 
criptions of the habitations of the Alpine 
regions. 


